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Paul Faulkner, CEO, Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce

Future Faces is home to a bright and talented executive committee. Having spoken with them at one of their meetings, I 
was impressed with their ideas, skills and enthusiasm under the creative direction of manager Kate Evans and look forward 
to working with the new intake. The committee worked incredibly hard in the past year to launch their first ever awards that 
showcased the fantastic developing talent we have in this region. I was thoroughly impressed with the quality of all who 
participated and especially the winners across all sectors.

It is an exciting time for our region and our young professionals. With the support of Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce, the Future Faces member offer will undergo a refresh over the coming months to ensure that its membership 
experience is as relevant and as rewarding as possible.

I would encourage all young professionals to engage with Future Faces, as networking groups are essential for those 
determined to become successful in business.

WELCOME TO FUTURE FACES

Future Faces has been created by Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce to help businesses support and develop staff who are committed to developing 
their careers. We are dedicated to maintaining a networking forum for aspiring business people in Greater Birmingham.
 
Future Faces welcomes people from all sectors seeking to share experiences, to learn from business leaders and to work with their peer groups to develop new 
skills, knowledge and best practice. 

There are monthly events providing training around essential business skill areas as well as fun and relaxed networking opportunities designed to allow members 
to expand their network of contacts.

It reflects the core belief that we often learn and develop most effectively in the company of friends and peers with obvious benefits for employers in the 
creation of more confident, knowledgeable and better networked staff.

To find out more about membership contact 0121 607 1836 or email info@future-faces.co.uk. 



A WORD FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT

Karen Kaur, Deutsche Bank 

As I reflect on the last twelve months as Future Faces President, I cannot believe how quickly the year has 
gone and what a whirlwind it has been for Future Faces. We have seen a steady growth in membership over 
the last year and we hope for this to continue throughout 2016 along with the support from our patrons 
BHSF, Mills & Reeve, Deutsche Bank, Millennium Point and Dains Accountants, who joined us this year.

There have been some excellent social and learning events available to our members, allowing us to bring 
together our future leaders and assist them in their development. Highlights from this year’s events include 
Ninja Networking, a HS2 panel discussion, an Insight into Investment Banking and the annual visit to the 
Houses of Parliament.

This year’s biggest success story however, has to be the very first Future Faces Annual Dinner and Awards.  
The Awards allowed us to celebrate the depth and diversity of talent that Birmingham has to offer, 
celebrating excellence within the charity and public sectors, professional services, industry, entrepreneurial/
creative, leisure and hospitality. We also presented an award for our favourite venue of the last 12 months 
and, let’s not forget, our highest accolade: the Future Face of Greater Birmingham.  
 
We received some amazing applications from professionals across the city, creating a difficult task for our 
judging panel.  Thank you to our judges, all applicants and our sponsors for their generosity.   
 

Huge congratulations to each of our finalists and winners. We look forward to building on the success of this year’s Annual Dinner and Awards in 2016 and hope 
you will consider applying!

As I approach the end of my one year term as President of Future Faces, I feel privileged to have been able to work alongside the amazing individuals who form 
the Executive Committee. I would like to extend my gratitude to Kate Evans, our Honorary Chairman, Michael Mitchell, Vice Presidents, Adam Maguire, Victoria 
Lineton and Chris Pile and the Executive Committee for their support.  I look forward to remaining as an Executive Committee member for the forthcoming year 
and working with our new committee members.

Throughout 2016, with the continued support of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, we hope to further expand the Future Faces network, 
maintain the relationships with our patrons and assist the future faces of Birmingham in developing their careers within their respective industries. 



A ROUND UP OF EVENTS

HS2 Panel Discussion

Patrons Millennium Point hosted the first Future Faces event of 2015 with the HS2 Panel Discussion chaired 
by Millennium Point CEO Philip Singleton, who is also chair of Eastside Forum. Philip was joined by Andrew 
Round, Assistant Director of Planning & Development at Birmingham City Council and Scott James-Eley, Skills & 
Employment Strategy Manager at HS2. 

Speakers discussed Eastside Regeneration, Curzon St, the boost to trade in this region of the city and how the 
HS2 college will invest in Birmingham’s future talent and create jobs in our region. 

An insight into Investment Banking

Patrons Deutsche Bank hosted an insight into investment banking. This allowed delegates to learn what  
Investment Banks are doing to drive best practice and meet regulatory demands in response to the financial 
crisis of 2008 which continually impacts on the financial services industry.  

Against a backdrop of intense regulatory scrutiny, with an increasing requirement for banks to demonstrate 
tighter control measures, delegates were lucky to be joined by a panel of four Deutsche Bank directors 
including head of Deutsche Bank Birmingham Paul Anderson, who discussed how focusing on process,  
compliance and culture would help deliver critical requirements.

Team Building Day 

Delegates were invited to a series of competitive challenges designed to develop communication and leadership 
skills in a fun environment. The challenges were designed to encourage trust, communication and team work. 
Delegates were split into teams and embarked on a number of ‘Crystal Maze’ style challenges. 

Competition was fierce and after a final round of black jack dealing marked by technique, precision and mental 
arithmetic, the winners were then decided. 



A ROUND UP OF EVENTS

Becoming a Trustee: The Benefits 
 
Delegates heard from leading third sector trustees from Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Edward’s Trust and mac 
Birmingham on what it’s like to be a charity board member. Chaired by Vice President Victoria Lineton, trustees 
discussed how involvement alongside a busy career has enhanced their CV, skill set and expanded their network 
of contacts and provided a rewarding sense of achievement. 
 
The speakers also provided advice on how to become involved and what sort of skills are highly sought. The 
speakers were Linden Thomas, Birmingham Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Louise McCathie, mac Birmingham and Neil 
Thorogood, Edward’s Trust.

Visit to Parliament 

Future Faces members were kindly hosted by MP for Yardley Jess Phillips for a tour of Westminster Hall, House 
of Commons and House of Lords. Delegates had the opportunity to take lunch in Portcullis House where they 
met Leader of the Opposition Jeremy Corbyn.

They then had a private Q&A session with Jess where they covered topics such as her short time in parliament 
having gained a new party leader and how she shared her time between Westminster and her constituency of 
Yardley and her five-year vision for Yardley and Birmingham as a city. 
This event was sponsored by Chiltern Rail and takes place once every year.

Socials 

Future Faces socials are held monthly at a range of exciting and stylish city centre venues, the aim of  
Socials is to help young professionals develop quality business contacts by providing them with an opportunity 
to meet in a relaxed and pleasant environment. Each month a different executive committee member hosts their 
own social and this year has seen some fantastic events.  

This year’s joint venue of the year award winners were Chung Ying Central, Colmore Row and the Edgbaston 
Boutique Hotel, Highfield Road who hosted the New Year Social and 2014 AGM respectively. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Future Faces Executive Committee is dervied from general membership and is supported by manager Kate Evans. It is represented by 
members across all sectors who feel they have the skills and enthusiasm to contribute to the Future Faces agenda. 

They meet once a month to review the activities of Future Faces as well as plan upcoming events, initiatives and activities. They also select the 
President’s Charity, which is supported from April 2015 to March 2016. This year’s charity is Edward’s Trust. 

As a legally consituted section of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, the Future Faces President represents Future Faces on the 
Chamber Council, which compries of six section representatives and seventeen elected members, chaired by Chamber President Greg Lowson.
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ANNUAL DINNER & AWARDS

We were delighted to have launched the first Future Faces Annual Dinner & 
Awards in September at Edgbaston Stadium with over 250 delegates present 
and a wide range of sector awards. The key sponsors for this event were HSBC 
Business Banking who Future Faces look forward to working closely with in the 
build up to their Birmingham expansion in early 2017.  

The awards were launched to celebrate the diverse developing talent in the 
West Midlands and next year promises to be even bigger. 

Honorary Chairman Michael Mitchell and President Karen Kaur who were 
instrumental in the inception and development of the awards, opened up the 

event. This was Michael’s last speaker event of his three years on the executive committee and Karen’s final event as 
President. 

Vice Presidents Victoria Lineton and Adam Maguire then spoke anoout President’s Charity Edward’s Trust and young 
professional networks respectively. Delegates raised £1,280 for the President’s Charity Edward’s Trust. 

 
The Future Faces Annual Dinner & Awards 
subcommittee planned and led the awards, 
chaired by Adam Maguire under the creative 
direction of Kate Evans. Thanks go to Adam 
along with members Chris Pile, Michael Mitchell, 
Sarah Dodds and Victoria Lineton. 

The awards were hosted by Jack Woodward  
from Aston Villa TV and entertainment was  
provided by TV Comedian Ed Gamble. 

Next year’s Awards will be held on Friday 16th 
September 2016 and nominations will open in 
April 2016. 
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AWARD WINNERS

Future Face of Leisure & Hospitality 
Pawel Skrzypinski, Opus Restaurant

 

Sponsored by NEC Group

Future Face of Entrepreneurial/Creative
Jodie Cook, JC Social Media

 

Sponsored by Millennium Point

Future Face of Greater Birmingham
 Alice Price, HCB Solicitors 

 

Sponsored by the Skills Hub

Future Face of Charity & Public Services 
Sarah Patel, Global Aid Network

 

Sponsored by Edward’s Trust

Future Face of Industry 
Rana Nazir, Mitie Water 

 

Sponsored by CH2M

Future Face of Professional Services 
Honor Giles, Harrison Clarke Rickerbys 

Sponsored by Inuit QuickBooks



A WORD FROM THE INCOMING PRESIDENT

Adam Maguire, Higgs & Sons  

I am delighted and extremely proud to be leading Future Faces as President for 2015/16. 

Having been involved with Future Faces over the last few years, first as an Executive 
Committee Member, and then as Vice President and Chair of the 2015 Annual Dinner 
and Awards Subcommittee, I have been inspired by the breadth of talent within both the 
Committee and the wider membership.
 
I have had the privilege of working with some very skilled and creative people on the 
Committee, and I would like to say a particular thanks to those who will be stepping 
down this year. But I am pleased that many will continue to be involved with Future 
Faces. I know that the newly constituted Committee will be just as keen to forge ahead 
and build on the existing achievements with a view to achieving even bigger and better 
things.

As a family solicitor at Higgs & Sons, I am based just outside of Birmingham for work 
but live and spend a great deal of time in the city which I have come to call home over 
the last 10 years. I am passionate about the region and the talent that we have to offer 
and I am enormously excited as president to be able to continue to contribute to the 
continued growth and success of Future Faces, which helps to support and develop this 
talent.
 
I am very much looking forward to working with our Patrons as well as actively 
representing the members of Future Faces and all rising talent within Birmingham and 
the wider region on the Chamber Council over the next year. Having served as Vice President alongside Chris Pile and Victoria Lineton for the past year, I am 
thrilled to receive their continued support in my role as president as we work to deliver a revamped programme of events throughout 2016.

Pictured: Chris Pile, Victoria Lineton and Adam Maguire. 



LOOKING AHEAD

Kate Evans, Future Faces Manager  

As the manager of all things Future Faces, I am thrilled with the year on reflection. We had the vision for an awards ceremony that 
would acknowledge and celebrate the wealth of diverse, developing talent in this region to launch in 2015. We set about putting 
this in to action in March and I was delighted with the support we received from individuals and businesses across the region. This 
included the fantastic range of applicants, candidates and winners to all those delegates who were present on the night and we are in 
enormous gratitude to our sponsors. The awards have well and truly established Future Faces as the all inclusive young professional 
network for Greater Birmingham. 

As well as the awards, our breadth of events continues to excel with master classes, tours and socials becoming increasingly popular. 
Aside from the awards, my particular highlight was meeting opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn at Portcullis House in October.

Looking ahead, it is an exciting time for the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce with the appointment of our new CEO Paul 
Faulkner and for Future Faces as we welcome on board new President Adam Maguire and other committee members. I look forward 
to collaborating with them all and to organising some fantastic events for 2016. 

Thankyous 
 
The Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce would like to offer thanks to the four outgoing executive committee members of 2013 to 2015. 

Firstly to Kimberly Leary, whose contribution has been instrumental in assisting with the marketing and creative vision for Future Faces and to Charles Jemmett, 
Sarah Dodds and Victoria Sesi who have shown great support to the Future Faces programme of events. 

And finally to Honorary Chairman Michael Mitchell, who has supported Future Faces from its inception. Michael put himself forward for presidency in 2012 and 
served for two years. He was then awarded the prestigious title of Honorary Chairman in 2014 for his outstanding contribution to Future Faces and served on 
the committee for another year. 

Michael has demonstrated continuous support in presenting partnership opportunities, offering event support and being an all round visionary for the 
organisation. He will be sorely missed.
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