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What is Midlands Connect?

Midlands Connect is a collective programme which brings together 28 local authorities and 10 Local 
Enterprise Partnerships from across the Midlands. Tasked with powering the Midlands Engine, the project 
aims to develop a consistent transport strategy for the whole of the Midlands including enhancements 
to connections between the East and West. Over the last two years, the programme has undertaken 
a range of feasibility studies to identify key factors which hinder economic growth and assess where 
improvements can be made to road and transport links. The Official Final Strategy was released in 
March 2017 which outlined a set of rail and road improvement projects that would improve transport 
connectivity across the region as a whole . Furthermore, the Government has agreed to support plans 
for Midlands Connect to become a Sub-National Transport Body in 2018. This would subsequently give it 
powers to develop and explore new funding options and become self-sufficient. 

How will Midlands Connect affect my business? 

By working closely with HS2, Network Rail and Highways England, Midlands Connect will offer strategic 
advice on where government funding is required to improve freight transport, rail and road networks and 
offer greater connectivity across the whole of the Midlands. In particular, analysis carried out by the body 
suggests that:

-Improving transport links to speed up journey times across the Midlands would provide a £1 billion boost 
to the regional economy1 

-Save businesses £500 million per annum

-Create 300,000 more jobs for the region2 

What is the GBCC position on Midlands Connect?

The Chamber supports the rationale of Midlands Connect and feels it could be a vital instrument in 
providing strategic analysis to help unlock the vast economic potential of the region. However, the 
approach will only be effective if the various stakeholders work closely together to create and implement 
a “bottom up” methodology which takes into account the views of local businesses.

A consistent and clear channel of dialogue between local businesses and Midlands Connect is required to 
effectively implement the strategic measures required to fuel the Midlands Engine and grow the regional 
economy.

What can GBCC do to help?

Via media briefings and roundtable discussions, the GBCC will continue inform its members of any 
developments regarding Midlands Connect and how they will potentially impact on their business. The 
GBCC coordinates a Greater Birmingham & Solihull Business Transport Group and Midlands Connect 
representatives regularly participate in and present updates during meetings. We will also continue 
to gather feedback from our members regarding the project and will relay this back to the relevant 
stakeholders via the appropriate channels.

How can GBCC help?

The Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce work to keep members up to date on the latest 
developments of Midlands Engine through our media, communications and events.  We also consult 
with members’ to understand their views on the Midlands Engine through surveys and Chamber Council. 
We ensure the needs of local businesses are promoted by engaging with the Midlands Engine senior 
leadership group and offering representation on the Midlands Connect Steering Group and Technical 
Advisory Group.

1   Midlands Connect – Picking up the Pace- July 2016 – p.5
2   Midlands Connect – Picking up the Pace- July 2016 – p.5
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