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This year’s Future Faces Dinner and 
Awards sold out with over 400 

people in attendance.

Future Faces is Greater Birmingham’s network for all young professionals. 

Part of Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, it exists to network, 
develop and recognise young professionals across all sectors.

We have at least two events per month. 

The first is a relaxed social networking event where you can introduce yourself to 
likeminded people, at the very best venues our region have to offer.

The second is a professional development event which is designed to help 
members develop their leadership and professional skills (within any sector). 

Members also have the opportunity to be mentored by a more experienced 
Chamber member, or to be a mentor themselves to some of their younger peers. 

You can also get involved with our fundraising activities throughout the year to 
give back and support our chosen charity.

For members that would like to be more hands on, you can join the Future 
Faces Committee, which will help to profile yourself within the region and 
develop new skills and responsibilities.

In addition to the above we have our flagship Future Faces Annual Dinner & 
Awards, Birmingham’s only awards dinner to recognise the talent of all young  
professionals in the city.

There is also the opportunity to feature your business news on the Future 
Faces page in Chamberlink Magazine (readership of over 27,000) or the weekly   
e-newsletter to members.

Members can also access offers on the Greater Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce’s Member Marketplace and submit an offer themselves.

Welcome to Future Faces

Benefits of membership

Professional, financial and IT 
Manufacturing and construction 
Charity and public sector
Marketing and events 
Leisure and business hospitality 
Entrepreneurial and creative 

55%

Some key stats:

Since January 2017 our 
membership has grown 

by over 55%!

Our Members are from a vast range of sectors:

of our members 
are aged between 
23 – 32. With an 
overall age range 
of 18 – 42. 

Expand my network of contacts 

Develop business skills 

Attend the range of events on offer 

Become part of the FF committee 

To make friends due to relocation 

Total award applications increased 
by 148% year on year

Number of event delegates in 2017 so far: 

89%

74%

70%

26%

19%

Main reasons for joining Future Faces? 

148%

1207

82% 400

Not yet a member? Annual membership is only £150 + VAT and 
bulk membership discounts are also available at 5 memberships 
for £500 + VAT.



‘Being a member of Future Faces is fantastic for connecting with likeminded people 
in the city. I’ve made some great connections but also friends from the networking 
events I’ve been to. What’s more, the events put on are extremely valuable in terms of 
personal and professional development.’ 

‘Future Faces is a network with a multitude of benefits. 
It provides much needed exposure to other young 
professionals from a variety of sectors in Birmingham, 
offers invaluable professional development and a great 
social network to have fun. I think, most importantly, it 
gives every young professional an identity boost.’ 

‘Future Faces is a really exciting concept with a lot to offer to the city of Birmingham 
and the young professionals within the city. It is an important way for younger 
professionals in the city to have access to peers from different sectors and learn more 
along with developing for benefit of the company they work with and find out what 
Birmingham can offer for future opportunities. Being new to the city, Future Faces 
really helped me to engage with local businesses and gain new contacts. The 
professional development support it has offered through the series of events has also 
helped me in my day to day role.’

‘As the founder and MD of a new business, my Future Faces membership has been 
invaluable in connecting me with the right types of people I need to grow Notepad 
quickly. Through their regular meetups and professional development opportunities, 
I’ve won several new clients, met loads of ambitious like-minded young professionals, 
and found my accountant and financial mentor. It’s just awesome to be part of an 
active and diverse community that work so hard to help each other succeed.’

‘Future Faces provides the perfect platform to 
meet new people, collaborate and open your mind 
to new ideas and possibilities. Future Faces has 
helped me to grow in confidence, expand my 
network of contacts and become more 
commercially aware. It provides the perfect 
platform for individuals to uncover there potential 
and learn new skills and ways of thinking.’

‘Future Faces for me has been a vital part of my career development and I have no 
doubt the organisation has helped me progress in my career quicker than I thought 
possible. Every one of the training events I have attended has been incredibly useful 
for me as a young professional and the socials have made networking fun again.’

Oli Hills
Updates Media

Thomas Dockerill
Transport for West Midlands

Anna Tabor
Aston Villa Football Club

Naeem Alvi
Notepad

Greg Fearn
Mills & Reeve LLP

Sian Averill
Heartlands Hospital Charity

What our members say

‘I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, the Future 
Faces is the best Young Professional network I’ve 
engaged with. Fantastic mix of new faces, friends, 
network opportunities. A great mix of events and 
socials etc. Absolutely cracking and ridiculously 
good value for money.’

Future Faces 2017 Survey Response

‘I’d like to thank Future Faces for another engaging and enjoyable year. I have learnt a 
lot and met lots of new people to build my network.’ 

Future Faces 2017 Survey Response



The Power of your Network 

From Steelworks to Jaguar

Leadership Development Series: 
Self-awareness in leadership

Leadership Development Series: 
Develop the career you want

Networking Socials

Professional Development Events

The Alchemist Aluna Bierkeller

Canal House Loki Wine Social 
and Wine Tasting Park Regis

Siamais

Leadership Development Series: 
Increasing efficiency

Leadership Development Series: 
Managing conflict in the workplace

I’ve loved every second of being part of the Future Faces network. It’s for everyone, ranging from 
creative brand strategies and artists, through to engineers and the construction sector working on 
HS2, and also third sector, professional services and everything in between. Each month a different 
set of events is offered and a great mix of sectors attend, providing the chance to talk other others 
you wouldn’t meet on a daily basis. A real chance to expand your network and support system.

Mark Hipwell, Laing O’Rourke Murphy Group Joint Venture

“

”

Future Faces has 
enhanced my 
working life in ways I 
did not imagine. Two 
years ago, just four 
weeks in to a new 
role in a new City, I 
took the 
opportunity to apply 
for membership. 
Not only has Future 
Faces increased 
my network across 
Birmingham from 
non-existent to the 
vast network I have 
today, but I have had 
exposure to Senior 
Management within 
my firm and have 
had the opportunity 
to progress my 
career and move 
roles internally 
within my 
company as a result. 
The informal 
structure to Future 
Faces has meant 
many of my network 
are now friends as 
well as peers and 
I know that many 
are just a phone call 
away for a variety of 
advice and support.

Hayley Porter, 
Deutsche Bank

“

”

I always look forward to the Future Faces events in my calendar! I know I will be learning something 
great at the monthly training sessions from business leaders and making new friends in different 
industries at the networking events.

Natalia Solanki, Acorns Children’s Hospice

“

”

Bank Gusto

Leadership Development Series: 
Navigating media platforms

Empowering Leadership

2017 Round Up



Future Faces held its third Annual Dinner and Awards at Edgbaston Stadium in 
September 2017. Over 400 people attended the awards dinner which was sponsored by 
Aston Business School, Office Angels and UK Power Reserve. 

This year’s awards were expanded to represent the diverse wealth of developing talent 
in the Greater Birmingham region and award categories now include the Future Face of 
Arts & Culture, Entrepreneurship, Finance, Industry, Legal, Sales & Marketing and 
Technology & Innovation. 

This year’s awards received a record number of entries and were judged independently 
by a panel consisting of Neil Anderson, Senior Marketing and Communications 
Consultant, Fiona Allan, Artistic Director and Chief Executive at Birmingham Hippodrome, 
Gary Cardin, Senior Director at CBRE, Joe Schuppler, Founder and Editor of Independent 
Birmingham and Louise Teboul, Operations Director at Common Purpose.

Guests were entertained by TV comedian Brennan Reece and the evening was hosted by 
Jack Woodward. The event also raised over £3,180 for the President’s charity, The 
Buddy Bag Foundation with the help of a diamond ring raffle. 

Other sponsors of the evening included; TEDxBrum, RSM, Birmingham City 
University, Elonex, Curium Solutions, 383, Millennium Point, Edgbaston Stadium and Park 
Regis Birmingham who hosted the after party at the Rofuto Sky Bar. Common Purpose 
was the sponsor of the Future Face of Greater Birmingham Award and provided the 
winner with a place on their Midlands ‘Navigator’ Programme, worth £3,500.

Next year’s dinner will be held on Friday 14th September 2018 and 
nominations will open in April 2018. For all updates on the Future Faces 

awards and sponsorship opportunities please visit our website
www.greaterbirminghamchambers.com/futurefaces.

Award Winners

Future Face of Sales, 
Marketing and 

Communications: Natalie 
Merrix, Rewired PR. 
Sponsored by 383.

Future Face of Legal: Laura 
Ralfe, Irwin Mitchell LLP. 

Sponsored by Curium 
Solutions.

Future Face of Finance: 
Ruzwan Boota, Mazars LLP. 
Sponsored by Birmingham 

City University.

Future Faces Venue of the 
Year: Aluna 

Future Face of Arts and 
Culture: Amrit Singh, 
Freelance Creative at 

MrASingh. 
Sponsored by TEDXBrum.

Future Face of 
Entrepreneurship: Daniel 

Bridgewater, Buckt. 
Sponsored by RSM.

Future Face of Technology 
and Innovation: Tom 
Charman, KOMPAS. 

Sponsored by Millennium 
Point.

Future Face of Industry: 
Mark Hipwell, CH2M. 

Sponsored by Elonex.

Future Face Ambassador: 
Greg Fearn, Mills and Reeve

Future Face of Greater 
Birmingham: Tom Charman, 

KOMPAS. 
Sponsored by Common 

Purpose.

Future Faces Annual 
Dinner and Awards 2017



The Future Faces Executive Committee is derived from membership and is supported by 
manager Anna Assinder. 

It is represented by members across all sectors that have the skills and drive to contribute 
to the Future Faces agenda.

They meet once a month to review the activities of Future Faces as well as plan for
 upcoming events, initiatives and activities. They also select the President’s Charity which is 
supported from April to March; the year’s charity is The Buddy Bag Foundation.
 
As a legally constituted section of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, the 
Future Faces President represents Future Faces on Chamber Council which comprises of 
eight section representatives and nineteen elected members chaired by Chamber 
President Paul Kehoe CBE. 

Committee Farewells 

Future Faces would like to thank and bid a fond farewell to the following people for their 
service on the Future Faces Committee in 2017:

Jermane Clake, Evelyn Hichens, Myles Jones, Adam Maguire and Samantha Slingsby.

Speaking to Birmingham City 
University students at BCU 

Graduate+ Week

Canvas Conference discount 
given to Future Faces members

The opportunity to contribute to 
BBC Radio 4’s Any Questions? 

programme

President’s Quiz which raised 
over £1,200 for children in 

emergency care

The Buddy Bag Pack, giving members 
the opportunity to pack Buddy Bags for 

children who find themselves in 
emergency care

Aston Business School MBA 
Taster Series with certificate on 

completion

TEDxBrum discount given to 
Future Faces members 

Stage Fright event in partnership 
with The REP and Deutsche Bank.

More highlights from 
2017

The Future Faces 
Committee

Sian Averill, 
Heartlands Hospital 
Charity, President

Victoria Sears, 
Mills & Reeve, 

Honorary Chair

Anna Assinder, GBCC, 
Executive Officer

Hayley Porter, 
Deutsche Bank, 
Vice President

James Guest, 
Carney Green

Rebecca Halbert, 
Millennium Point

Mark Hipwell, Laing 
O’Rourke Murphy 

Group Joint Venture

Alex Hutchinson, 
Dains LLP

Maya Kainth, 
2 Sisters Food Group

Elizabeth Mulley, 
Trowers & Hamlins

Stacey Ryan, 
Oxbridge Home 

Learning

Anna Tabor, 
Aston Villa

James Taylor, 
PKF Cooper Parry

Stuart Turner, 
Lewis Onions

Rachel Wallbridge, 
Deutsche Bank



www.db.com

www.millenniumpoint.org.uk www.mills-reeve.com

A special thanks to our Patrons

www.bhsf.co.uk

ffchambers

Future Faces Chamber of Commerce

75 Harborne Road
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3DH

www.greaterbirminghamchambers.com/futurefaces

@ffchamber
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