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Supporting Statements for:  

1. Eddie Fellows, Director, Amey 

2. Roy Harris, Director, Roy Harris Business Associates 

3. Gill Hutchinson, Director, Aardvark Media  

4. Bruce Thomas, Commercial Director, Moseley Rugby Club and Sales Director, British Military 

Security 

 

Eddie Fellows, Director, Amey 

Eddie Fellows with over 33 years of public service in the field of highways and transportation is currently 

Highway Network Director for Amey in Birmingham.  This role requires engagement of multiple agencies 

across both public and private sectors to maximise the benefits of partnership working and deliver a joined 

up approach to road transport across the wider West Midlands.  Formerly chairing the West Midlands 

Highway Infrastructure Managers Group gave Eddie regional responsibility for development of highway 

related services. 

Before joining Amey Eddie worked directly for Birmingham City Council as Highway Network Manager and 

has been responsible for successfully leading local authority teams through Compulsory Competitive 

Tendering and Best Value reorganisations, then through TUPE transfer to a Public Private Partnership. Eddie 

is now keen to assist in the development of improved region wide services by fostering close working 

relationships with the West Midlands Combined Authority. 

Eddie is specifically interested in the development of young people in professional roles having set up a 

Graduate Training Programme for Amey.  He intends to use the opportunities presented through the 

membership of the Chamber’s Council to further develop opportunities for your people and support Future 

Faces initiatives. 

Roy Harris, Director, Roy Harris Business Associates 

I spent over 40 years working for HSBC Bank plc before retiring in September 2014. In the last 7 years of my 

time with HSBC I was the Regional Director for Commercial Banking in the Midlands, based in Birmingham. I 

also sat on the national commercial banking board, helping to develop and implement strategy.   

Since leaving HSBC, I have worked as an adviser to a number of businesses, typically on growth related 

issues. I also do some work with Aston Business School on its MBA programme. 

I have broad experience in the world of business, having run several substantial businesses on behalf of 

HSBC and acting as an adviser to a number of other businesses. I have good business connections in 

Birmingham and across the wider West Midlands. 

I am passionate about business and passionate about the West Midlands, especially my home city of 

Birmingham. I believe that my experience, energy and drive will help the Chamber Council develop its policy 

work.    
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Gill Hutchinson, Director, Aardvark Media 

As a director of Aardvark I work with many different companies, charities and CIC’s in the West Midlands. 

They range from start-ups to multinational companies. I work alongside the MD’s, Trustees or owner 

managers, supporting them in devising the right growth strategy and implementing their sales and 

marketing plan. This variety of work gives me an understanding of the issues facing local businesses. Our 

close working relationship means we often discuss wider issues.  

Aardvark are a pro-active member of the business community. I provide pro bono support and mentoring for 

the charity RSVP in Birmingham, Worcestershire Women2Web (through MRE) and E-Spark Birmingham, 

sponsored by Nat West. I was a recent Board member for FSB Worcestershire and the Three Counties. We 

are active members in the Birmingham Chamber, attending events and promoting its work through our own 

marketing and social media activity. 

Aardvark are familiar with business support programs, having delivered projects for Business Link, Growth 

Accelerator (through PERA), Changing Futures Fund and BizSmart (Worcestershire) and are currently 

promoting Accelerated Growth.  

I hope this insight and experience will be valuable to the Chamber in voicing the views of both members and 

non-members in this forum and contributing to policy decisions. 

 

Bruce Thomas, Commercial Director, Moseley Rugby Club and Sales Director, British Military 

Security 

I would like to stand for the Chamber Council and am keen to contribute to all aspects of its business. 

I have lived and worked in Birmingham all my life.  I am a committed and passionate supporter of 

Birmingham and the Chamber.  I am a Coalman's son originally from sunny Small Heath who worked with my 

dad delivering fuel around the Birmingham Area.  Following an injury I applied and to my surprise got a job 

with W&T Avery who were the premier scales Company based in Smethwick selling weighing machines 

nationwide.  Following five successful years there I moved to GPT Ltd in the telecommunications arena 

which was different and rewarding.  After achieving many awards and winning some key major business 

there I was poached by Alcatel Ltd, who were a €130 billion French company, to work in the UK.  I joined as a 

senior salesperson and over a period of fifteen years rose to become the Sales and Marketing Director for 

the UK.  I had many people reporting to me including engineers, pre sales, admin and account managers at 

all levels delivering  £37 million worth of business nationwide and internationally.  In between times I  

owned a Pub in Birmingham which was at the start of all day opening, which was a great  

experience and gave me a different insight into things.  I have also consulted for a large number of small 

businesses trying to help them and guide them in the right direction. 

 

I feel very strongly that the Chamber is a force for good and the Birmingham version can help businesses  

 



  

Page 3 of 3 
 

 

grow. To that end the two companies I work with currently have both been encouraged to join the Chamber. 

As a passionate sports fan and participant, I have followed Birmingham Moseley RFC for a number of years 

and am now involved with them trying to build the commercial side of their business.  There is room for a 

premier rugby team in Birmingham and I am committed to helping Birmingham Moseley to achieve this.  The  

Birmingham Chamber has been great supporting us and vice versa so working on the Council would seem 

fitting. 

 

I am also Sales Director for another chamber member called British Military Security Ltd based at Aston Hall 

in Birmingham. We provide security at major athletic events as preferred supplier to British Athletics looking 

after Usain Bolt and the like.  We are also a partner to the NEC, ICC and Barclaycard Arena providing security 

to a wide range of pop concert’s, sporting events and numerous shows and exhibitions. 

 

I also currently do a paper review during the Breakfast show on Radio WM most Wednesday mornings. 

I feel I could make a positive contribution to the Chamber Council and I am massively for Brum and would 

like to give some of my time in the hope that in a small way I can help grow and support the Chamber. 

 

 


