
Connect. Support. Grow.

Unrivalled access  
to the best in business.



The Greater Birmingham 
Chambers of Commerce 
(GBCC) is a membership-led, 
business support organisation 
that has acted as the voice 
of local businesses since 1813. 
Today, we continue to connect, 
support and grow local 
businesses.

We are one of the largest 
Chambers in the country with 
more than 3,200 member 
companies covering six 
geographic areas across the 
region (Birmingham, Burton, 
Chase, Lichfield and Tamworth, 
Solihull and Sutton Coldfield) 
and four themed divisions 
(Asian Business Chamber 
of Commerce, Future Faces, 

Commonwealth Chamber of 
Commerce and the Transatlantic 
Chamber of Commerce).

Members range from young 
professionals to SMEs and 
large, high profile organisations, 
including a number of selected 
Chamber Patrons comprising 
companies such as Mondelez 
International, HSBC UK and The 
NEC Group.

Other services offered by the 
GBCC include our International 
Business Hub; a one-stop shop 
for international trade support, 
whether businesses are new 
to exporting or wish to further 
develop their International Trade 
activities.

About the Greater 
Birmingham Chambers  
of Commerce
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local businesses 
since 1813
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Patronage Membership

Our Patronage package is for 
businesses that are looking to 
connect with the most influential 
players in the city region. It is our 
top-tier membership package 
which offers unrivalled access 
to Greater Birmingham’s highest 
profile business leaders and their 
networks.

Patronage offers a select number 
of companies an exclusive 
combination of regular access 
to hard to reach business 
networks, completely bespoke 
strategic support that’s tailored 
to the business’ most pressing 
objectives, the opportunity 
to contribute to our policy 
campaigns activity and unrivalled 
access to our media outlets; 
allowing businesses to share 
their news with our network of 
over 36,000 email subscribers, 
24,000 magazine readership and 
90,000 social media followers. 

Our Patrons are leaders in their 
field in a diverse range of sectors 
and industries and play a vital 
role in supporting and enabling 
our work towards making 
Greater Birmingham the best 
possible place to start, move and 
grow a business.

...connect 
with the most 

influential 
players in the 

city region
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Please note: Our Patrons do change throughout the year, this document was correct at the time 

of publication (May 2019). 

Our Patrons
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Patronage  
Package 
Benefits

Completely 
bespoke 
strategic 
support from 
our CEO and 
senior team

Patronage typically runs for 12 
consecutive months from the 1st of 
the month in which the agreement 
begins. It exists to give businesses 
unrivalled access to the best in 
business and provides bespoke 
strategic support to better connect 
and grow.

Exclusive Benefits include:

•  Access to the Greater Birmingham 
Chambers of Commerce’s 
intelligence and insight services, 
including key policy activity.

•  The opportunity to position your 
business by getting involved 
in lobbying and representation 
activities, including private and 
public meetings with local and 
national politicians.

•  Access to insight on the local 
political environment via the 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce’s CEO.

•  Regular access to hard to reach 
businesses and civic networks 
within the Greater Birmingham 
region.

•  Completely bespoke strategic 
support from our CEO and senior 
team that’s tailored to the business’ 
most pressing objectives.

•  Regular and effective messaging 
encompassing coverage over 
our suite of print and digital 
communications channels 
(covering both B2B and B2C 
engagement).  
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Invitation to 
a minimum of 
10 exclusive, 
roundtable 
events with 
highly influential 
speakers

More Patronage Benefits:

•  Fully bespoke campaign plan; 
showcasing your business through 
our wide reaching communication 
channels

•   Invitation to a minimum of 10 Patron 
only, roundtable events with high 
profile guest speakers attended 
by senior level delegates. recent 
speakers included: 
-  Alex Aiken, Executive Director for  
 Government Communications  
-  John Crabtree OBE, Chair of the  
 Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth  
 Games organising committee  
-  Allan Cook CBE DSc, Chairman of  
 HS2 Ltd

•   Unlimited introductions to Chamber 
Patrons, 1813/Premier Members and 
contacts

•  Access to all GBCC events (c.250 
per year) either free of charge or at 
a discounted member rate

•  Complimentary table of 10 at 
the GBCC Annual Dinner (1,300 
delegates in 2019)

•  Complimentary exhibition stand 
at one Chamber Expo. (c.800 
delegates)

 

•  Two complimentary digital 
advertising slots in either the GBCC 
policy newsletter or another GBCC 
newsletter promoting a service or 
event of your choice (with a reach of 
up to 15k subscribers)

•  First opportunity to recommend 
speakers for GBCC events

•  Priority placement of GBCC Patron 
News Stories in ChamberLink Daily 
and ChamberLink Magazine

•   Intelligence and insight into 
local stakeholder and business 
communities via roundtables and 
exclusive invitations to private 
meetings

•  Promotion of Patron branding: 
-  In every edition of ChamberLink  
 Magazine (readership of 24,000  
 per month) 
-  Prominent placement on GBCC  
 website (140,000 page views 
 per month) 
-  Throughout the GBCC Annual  
 Dinner and in the Annual Dinner  
 Brochure

•  Access to a dedicated Patron 
Advisor who will create you bespoke 
suite of support throughout your 
Patronage 
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What our Patrons say

...it has opened 
doors to other 
influential 
establishments

“Pinsent Masons is proud to be a 
founding patron member of the 
Greater Birmingham Chambers 
of Commerce (GBCC).  Being 
a patron member offers a wide 
range of benefits from access to 
a large range of services, profile, 
intelligence and stakeholders.  
Some of the opportunities that 
have been provided by GBCC, 
including playing a prominent 
role in driving the local CSR City 
programme, have allowed the 
firm to develop collaborative 
relationships within the business 
community and to better serve 
the local community.”

Greg Lowson 
Head of Pinsent Masons 
Birmingham Office 

“Birmingham Children’s Hospital is 
an integral and treasured part of 
the city’s landscape, treating one 
in five children from Birmingham 
and one in eight from the wider 
West Midlands every year. As 
a public sector organisation, 
being a patron member has 
been incredibly beneficial to 
both us and our charity as it has 
opened doors to other influential 
establishments, allowed us 
to develop and maintain key 
collaborative partnerships as 
well as share and seek feedback 
on key overarching hospital 
developments, all of which allow 
us to better care for our local 
community.”

Louise McCathie 
Director of Fundraising 
Birmingham Women’s  
and Children’s NHS  
Foundation Trust 

“As a professional and 
responsible company, Dignity 
plc joined the Chamber to 
help shape the growing and 
thriving economic development 
of Birmingham. Membership 
has been enormously 
beneficial to us giving access 
to local government and key 
opinion formers in addition 
to introducing us to other 
businesses and educational 
establishments.”

Richard Portman 
Corporate Services Director 
Dignity Plc

“National Express is very happy 
to be a Patron of Greater 
Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce. The headquarters of 
our successful coach business 
is in Birmingham and we also 
run over 85% of the local buses 
in the West Midlands. It’s an 
exciting time to be a business 
in Birmingham, and being a 
Chamber Patron gives us a 
great opportunity to have 
important discussions about 
how businesses can best play 
their part in shaping the city of 
the future.”

Peter Coates 
Managing Director  
National Express Bus 
 
Chris Hardy 
Managing Director 
National Express Coaches



About the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce
The Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce (GBCC) 
is here to connect, support and grow local businesses. 
Accredited by the British Chambers, we have acted as the 
voice of local businesses since 1813. Today’s Chamber has over 
3,200 members across six geographical and four themed 
divisions. We offer a diverse range of membership and 
business support services.

w www.greaterbirminghamchambers.com     
e   H.Brealey@birmingham-chamber.com     
t   @grbhamchambers


