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Joe Brusuelas 
With 20 years of experience in finance and economics, Joe specialises in analysing the 
US monetary policy, labour markets, fiscal policy, economic indicators and the condition 
of the US consumer. Prior to joining RSM in July 2014, he spent the past four years as a 
Senior Economist at Bloomberg, and the Bloomberg Briefs newsletter group. As co-
founder of the award winning Bloomberg Economic Brief, Joe was named as one of the 
26 economists to follow by the Huffington Post. 
 
In his current role, Joe provides macroeconomic perspective to help clients anticipate 
and address the unique issues and challenges facing their businesses and the industries 
in which they operate. 
 
He regularly appears on Bloomberg Television and Radio and is frequently quoted by 
the financial press on the U.S. and global economies. Joe is the co-author of Forex 
Analysis and Trading: Effective Top-Down Strategies Combining Fundamental, Position, 
and Technical Analyses and the upcoming "It's Worse Than You Think: The US Economy 
and the Decline of the American Middle Class," both published by Wiley. 
 
 

 

 
Simon Hart 
Simon heads our knowledge management operation and is RSM’s lead Brexit partner. 
He is both an auditor and a business advisor with experience across many sectors and 
services.  
 
He provides strategic leadership to our knowledge management and knowledge sharing 
function, working towards aligning the various advisory services we offer to the 
business requirements of our clients and is also responsible for coordinating and leading 
our Brexit related insight and material. 
 

 

 
Emma McClarkin MEP 
After first being elected to the European Parliament representing the East Midlands in 
2009, Emma joined the Parliament’s International Trade Committee (INTA) in early 
2012. By 2014, Emma was appointed as the ECR Group Coordinator for the committee, 
meaning that she is the lead MEP in the Group on Trade matters. This includes the EU-
US trade deal, the Trade in Services Agreement and the EU-China Investment 
Agreement. 
 
Emma has been at the forefront of opening up trade deals and modernising some of 
those already in place, such as the trade pillar of the Global Agreement with Mexico and 
the free trade agreement with Australia. Emma also represents the ECR on the 
Parliament’s WTO Steering Committee and both the INTA steering groups on Brexit and 
the US. 
 
Emma works extensively on policy relating to emerging technologies and the Digital 
Single Market. As part of her work on INTA, she was the first MEP to publish an Own 
Initiative report that considers the use of blockchain in a specific policy area. Emma is 
also a Substitute Member of the Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee and Culture and Education Committee. As part of these portfolios, Emma 
has worked on cybersecurity, Copyright in the Digital Single Market and most recently 
the EU regulation to prevent the dissemination of terrorist content online. 



 

Charles De Rohan 
Charles de Rohan has been CEO of Birmingham based Binding Site Group since 2010. 
Employing over 700 people in UK out of a global workforce of over 1,000 the company is 
committed to the research, development, manufacture and distribution of specialist 
immunodiagnostic serum protein assays.  It is the world leader in providing diagnostic 
tests for Multiple Myeloma, a very challenging blood cancer, and for other disorders of 
the immune system. 
 
Charles has worked in the diagnostic industry for more than 25 years, having previously 
been CEO of London-quoted Genetix Group, a very successful life science/diagnostics 
company that was acquired by Danaher Corporation.  Prior to joining Genetix, Charles 
spent 14 years at Abbott Laboratories' Diagnostic Division, where he held a number of 
senior commercial management positions in Europe and Asia Pacific. 
 
A graduate of Imperial College London in 1984, Charles qualified as a chartered 
accountant Ernst & Young. With them he worked in London and Hong Kong. 
 

  

 

Jonathan Strassberg 
Based in London and Porto, Portugal, Jonathan is both a US Attorney at Law and an 
English Solicitor, helping UK and European businesses trade with, expand to and 
operate in the United States. With a focus on the challenges unique to SMEs, he not 
only provides the full range of legal services necessary for doing business in the USA, 
but also works with select professionals in cross-border accounting, insurance, 
immigration, banking and other disciplines, so as to create comprehensive strategies for 
his clients’ American operations.  
 
Jonathan’s background is in complex commercial litigation in Manhattan and Chicago, 
with additional experience in the business of property development. As such, he brings 
a uniquely practical and commercial perspective to his practice, very much in line with 
the needs of his SME clients.  He is a dual US/UK national. 
 

  

 

Louis Barnett 
Louis Barnett is a young entrepreneur whos journey in business started at the age of 12, 
by 16 Louis was the youngest ever, supplier to Waitrose, Sainsburys & Selfridges. At 17 
Louis became the youngest ever exporter to the Americas from the U.K and now works 
with businesses of all sizes as a consultant specialising in Business development and 
marketing for export.  

  
Greg Thorndick, Americas Trading Manager , Gymshark  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Jane Wilson, Trade Execution, Gymshark 
 



 

Karima Catherine Goundiam 
Red Dot Digital is where management consulting meets digital genius. Founded in 201 
by Karima-Catherine Goundiam, Red Dot Digital’s mission is to harness the power of 
digital insights and strategy to help our clients achieve authentic business success. We 
value diversity, outside-the-box thinking and the ethical use of data and digital insights 
for business strategy. 
 
Red Dot Digital’s core service is strategy, and our core expertise lies in digital 
transformation, data insights and management consulting. We’re highly connected 
online and throughout the industry and we’ve worked with and for renowned brands 
across Canada and overseas, including France and the United Kingdom. 
 
Karima-Catherine Goundiam founded Red Dot after 20 years of international integrated 
campaign and project management experience. Before Red Dot Digital, she managed 
digital and social media for Deloitte Canada and its global team and directed social 
media for Ford. She brought together a team of senior-level freelancers to pursue her 
vision of better digital business practices, including strategy, solid ethics, and diversity 
and inclusion in the broadest sense as part of a borderless approach reflecting her own 
international background 

  

 

Stephen Pike 
A partner in Gowling WLG's Toronto office, Stephen A. Pike is a senior legal adviser to 
global and Canadian businesses, primarily in the retail, consumer products and 
consumer services sectors. 
 
Stephen provides advice on corporate governance, transactional, operational, 
investment and risk management issues, including M&A, CSR, ESG, supply chain, 
regulatory compliance, product distribution, advertising and marketing, licensing, 
manufacturing, and corporate law matters. 
 
He regularly advises businesses and investors entering the Canadian market on 
acquiring a Canadian business, bringing new products to the Canadian market and 
making new investments in Canada. 

  

 

Tom Charman 
Tom is the co-founder and CEO of NAVA, a company that matches people and venues 
together in real time using artificial intelligence. They use behavioural and geospatial 
data to provide actionable insights to SMEs while making sure that their users get a 
truly personalised experience when looking for their next brunch or unique bar. Prior to 
NAVA, Tom built and sold a company focusing on data analysis. He has a strong 
knowledge of data science and in 2016, gave a TEDx talk on AI and the ‘Future of 
Technology’ and has since gone on to advise governments and institutions on data 
privacy and the power of AI. He’s been recognised as the Future Face of Innovation and 
Technology and was recognised in the 30 south of 30 power list. 
 

  

 

Susan Hallam MBE 
Susan Hallam is the Founder and CEO of one of the Midland's leading digital marketing 
agencies that bears her name, Hallam. Susan is a dual national Anglo/American and has 
specialist experience working in the North American market. Hallam works with clients 
including the United Nations out of New York, and helps a diverse range of UK 
businesses to thrive in international markets. She is a Midlands Engine Export 
Champion, the Chairman of Nottingham's Creative Quarter, and a Freeman of the City 
of London. 
 
 



 

John Simmons 
John Simmons is a career member of the United States Senior Foreign Service. He began 
his current assignment as the Senior Commercial Officer at the U.S. Embassy in London 
in August 2015. 
 
From 2011-2015 he was stationed at the U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, where he served as the Regional Senior Commercial Officer for the Gulf. In the 
Gulf, John was responsible for coordinating commercial programs with U.S. Embassies 
in Kuwait, Oman and Qatar, in addition to UAE operations in Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 
 
John holds a B.A. in Political Science from the University of California, Santa Barbara and 
an M.A. in International Affairs from the School of International Service at American 
University, Washington, D.C. 

 

 
Andy Dawson 
Andy Dawson is a director and co-founder of business transformation company Curium 
Solutions, which has offices in the UK and US. Prior to founding Curium with James 
Farrow and Adam Farrow in 2008, Andy held senior roles in the insurance sector, 
including as COO of Legal & General. 
 
He continues to work with clients in this and other sectors, working with senior 
management teams on a range of issues from proposition development to the creation 
of new operating models. 
 
Andy is a member of the GBBC Council and judge of this year’s Innovation 50. Curium is 
a 2019 Business Master (Business Masters Awards) and co-founder of the Midlands 
Leadership Awards. 
 

 

 
Dan Rutstein 
Dan Rutstein is a former British Diplomat who is now President of Laduma, an 
immersive tech consultancy and content creator with offices in Liverpool, Utah and 
Melbourne. 
 
He's also President of the BABC in LA, on the board of Britweek and host of whisky 
podcast United States of Dramerica. 
 
In his first career he was a sports journalist, working in the north of England and 
Bermuda. 
 
He then served with the British Government in three different countries, working for 
five different Departments. 
 
His last role was as Director of Investment for Department of International Trade in the 
US, based in Los Angeles and responsible for all inward investment from the US to the 
UK. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Robin Mason 
Professor Robin Mason joined the University of Birmingham in March 2016, as Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (International) and Vice-President. Robin moved to Birmingham after seven 
years at the University of Exeter, where he was Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean 
of the University’s Business School.  
 
His academic research concentrates on how firms respond strategically to uncertainty; 
and, more broadly, the incentives faced by economic agents in situations when they 
have imperfect information about their environment. (Formally, his area is game theory 
with incomplete information and learning.)  
 
He is a decision-making Member of the Competition Appeal Tribunal and the Financial 
Conduct Authority. He has acted as advisor to a number of regulators, in both the UK 
and internationally; to the Prime Minister of Mauritius on competition policy; and to a 
number of private-sector companies worldwide.  
 
 
 

 

Bryon Dixon 
Named as one of Britain's top ten 'Ones to Watch' in 2018 by the Sunday Times Virgin 
Atlantic Fast Track 100, Micro-Fresh® keeps products and surfaces fresher for longer, 
from footwear to bedding to mother and baby products stocked in leading retailers 
including John Lewis.  
 
The company generates 90% of its £10m sales overseas and has offices in Portugal, 
China, Vietnam, India and Pakistan - and recently launched in North America. Founder 
Byron Dixon was awarded an OBE for Services to Industry and Innovation last year. 
 

 


