
 

 

 

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
2019 Chamber Council Elections   

 

Name Position Organisation 

Andrew Stanford Director WYG Group Ltd 

Bruce Thomas Managing Director BMS Corporate Ltd 

Deniss Saporenko Managing Director  Uniq Tech Ltd 

Eddie Fellows Highway Network Director Amey 

Helga Henry Consultant Helga Henry Ltd 

Mark O’Sullivan  Managing Director BanaBay  

Moad Giebaly Senior Associate Trowers & Hamlins LLP 

Sanjeev Gill Head of Engagement Sandwell College 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Chamber Council Elections 2019  

 

The Chamber Council meets four times a year and plays a pivotal role in guiding the Chamber’s 
policy and campaigning activity. Council members act as ambassadors for the Chamber, engaging 
with the business community to gather intelligence and feeding back the membership’s views on key 
policy issues at Chamber Council meetings. This year there were 8 applications for the 2 places 
available. As the number of candidates exceeds the number to be elected, an online election must 
now take place. Please see below for a full list of candidates and their supporting statements. 
Birmingham Chamber members have until the 2nd September to vote for candidates.   
 

Andrew Stanford –Director, WYG Group Ltd 

I have lived in the Midlands for 33 years, and I’m currently a Director for the Midlands region of WYG 
Group. I took over the role of managing our membership with Birmingham Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry last year and I am keen to be involved with the Chamber as much as possible.  
 
WYG Group have recently been acquired by Tetra Tech an American Consultancy firm, and 
therefore, the company now forms part of wider a global enterprise, with a strong passion for 
business growth both regionally and beyond. I therefore see some great opportunities to be involved 
in the Chamber not only in the continued growth of our business, but of the Chamber and look 
forward to being part of the future success.  
 
Bruce Thomas – Managing Director, BMS Corporate Ltd 

I have enjoyed my time on the Council and wish it to continue. Having worked for large corporate’s 
and had my own business, I bring a slightly different perspective. I have introduced several new 
members to the Chamber and will continue to do so as I believe in the Chamber.  
 
Deniss Saporenko – Managing Director, Uniq Tech Ltd 

I’m Managing Director of Uniq Tech Ltd, we are an independent quality consultancy who is 
supporting businesses and individuals to improve internal processes. Our consultancy working on 
continues improvement principals. Our aim: to review customer process and provide improved 
solution. I would like to share my knowledge and implement it to the local society to improve our 
city for the next generation.  
 
Eddie Fellows - Highway Network Director, Amey 
 
Eddie proudly represents Greater Birmingham through Chamber Council Membership and 
connections with influential leaders across the region, helping get the most from the exciting 
opportunities that are now presented for business and infrastructure development, especially 
stimulated by the Commonwealth Games and arrival of HS2.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Serving on the Business Transport Group gives a platform for Eddie’s drive and passion to put 
Birmingham and the region back at the forefront of transport innovation and investment. 
 
Delivering continued support for the Chamber’s Growth Through People campaign, Future Faces and 
events that put Birmingham on the map, mean that Eddie is a familiar face, speaking up for the 
Chamber. 
 
With over 35 years of public service in highways and transportation and currently Highway Network 
Director for Amey, Eddie’s work engages multiple agencies across public and private sectors, 
maximising benefits of partnership working and delivering a joined-up approach to road transport 
across the West Midlands. 
 
Helga Henry– Consultant, Helga Henry Ltd 

As a consultant working in the creative and cultural industries in Birmingham, I am aware of the 
massive potential of these sectors in contributing to the growth of the city.  I believe our vibrant 
cultural offer – from large institutions like Birmingham Hippodrome (where I was latterly Director of 
Organisational Development) to smaller organisations such as Beatfreeks (where I am interim 
executive) and festivals such as Fierce, Flatpack and Supersonic – can tell a story about the 
innovation, tolerance and diversity of this city in a uniquely powerful way. 
 
I will contribute to the work of Chamber Council by bringing this perspective to its work.  I have 
expertise in developing leaders with one or more of the protected characteristics. The diversity of 
our city is a key strength and I am keen to gather intelligence from my network, acting as an 
ambassador for the Chamber to the creative sector and vice versa. 
 
Mark O’Sullivan– Managing Director, Banabay  

As a serial entrepreneur and investor, I feel I can add an abundance of knowledge guidance and 
support to the Birmingham Chamber Council and their members. My current businesses span the 
fresh produce, recruitment, tech and produce sectors giving me a diverse skill set and a deep 
understanding of the challenges faced by many businesses. I fulfil numerous trustee positions for 
Midlands charities including WAITS (Women In Today’s society). I am also a trustee for Free@Last. I 
fully appreciate the value of networking as a tool and my memberships to both the Chamber, BNI 
sunrise and other networking organisations ensures I am continually connected to the wider 
business community. As an active member of the Birmingham Business community I feel I am poised 
to support the Chamber’s requirement for council members to engage the business community and 
feedback members views to ensure continued and productive growth of the Birmingham Chamber.     
 
Moad Giebaly– Senior Associate, Trowers & Hamlins LLP 

I am a solicitor in the Trowers & Hamlins LLP corporate team who is passionate about the success of 
Birmingham and the wider West Midlands area. As someone who has grown up and studied in 
Birmingham (Small Heath School, Bishop Vesey’s Grammar and Birmingham University) and now 
living and working in Birmingham after spending a period working in London, the Middle East and in 
Africa, I believe I have some unique skills and experiences to offer to the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
I believe the next few years will provide Birmingham with the opportunity to build on its excellent 
reputation for innovation and manufacturing excellence and Birmingham’s regional pride and 
cultural diversity will enable it to meet the challenges facing the region.  
 
A large part of my work is with Middle Eastern and Malaysian Investors and we have seen the 
growing interest by these investors, who have traditionally focused on London, on Birmingham and 
the West Midlands region. As a Chamber Council Member, I hope to build on this interest by 
promoting Birmingham and the region.  
 
 Sanjeev Gill– Head of Engagement, Sandwell College 
 
My name is Sanjeev Gill and I am the Head of Engagement for the Sandwell Colleges Group. My role 
at the colleges involves having great connections with college and businesses across the region and 
the core focus being on learners in Further Education. I also focus on ensuring that the college 
makes the best contribution it can to development of business and the professionals within West 
Midlands. I can do this by engaging with large to small businesses from a wide variety of business 
sectors. By seeking election to the Chamber council I wish to use my skills set to contribute to 
chamber outcomes and its members. I will do this by being an ambassador to the chamber in a wide 
form of events and forums. I am very well networked in the West Midlands and carry high quality 
professionalism with businesses at all times.   
 
 
 


