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Our region’s MPs should work with the Greater 
Birmingham Chambers of Commerce on the following 
areas:

Brexit:

• Put the needs of local businesses and, by extension, 
the people they employ, first in all negotiations 
relating to the Withdrawal Deal and future UK-EU 
relationship.

• Support the Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce in our extensive efforts to help local 
businesses prepare for Brexit.

• Given Brexit uncertainty, it has never been more 
important to support local businesses in growing 
their international reach. Back increasing public 
funded support for businesses trading internationally 
& support the GBCC International Business Hub in 
helping local businesses grow their Transatlantic, 
European, Commonwealth and rest of world links. 

Greater Birmingham:

• Commit to meeting regularly with the GBCC either 
through individual meetings or participating in our 
quarterly cross-party MP roundtables to support 
building greater connections with, and understanding 
of, the local business community.

• Proactively champion the strategic importance of HS2 
and the role it will play in building capacity on the 
road and rail network. Campaign for it to be delivered 
in its entirety. 

• Help the region make the most of the Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games, HS2 and other 
strategically important projects by championing the 
need for local supply chain development & legacy 
activity. 

• Support Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce 
and our sections’ campaigns aimed at helping 
businesses become more responsible, sustainable and 
diverse.

• Be an advocate for the local business community; 
understand that business generates the wealth and 
employment that create tax revenue which funds 
public services. Holding leaders of all sectors to 
account is important but the good that businesses do 
should also be fairly represented and championed.

• Commit to working collaboratively across boundaries 
to coherently articulate and champion the Greater 
Birmingham brand.

• As Brexit has dominated parliamentary time, action on 
devolution and regional growth has stalled. Support 
the case for meaningful devolution and Government 
support for the West Midlands Local Industrial 
Strategy and the investment required to fully enable 
its potential.
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Local priorities

What follows is a summary of what we believe should 
be priorities for the Government and our city-region’s 
Members of Parliament. It looks at issues that are 
broadly shared by the business community across the 
nation and Greater Birmingham as well asspecific local 
activity. 

Throughout the 2019 General Election campaign and 
during the initial stages of the new Government’s term 
in office, we will use this document to champion the 
needs of local businesses and grow positive relationships 
with new and established MPs. The ongoing political 
uncertainty and change that has characterised the last 
few years has created very challenging conditions for

businesses. It is essential for MPs to forge strong links 
with the business community in order to ensure that the 
region is best placed to navigate the potential changes 
ahead.
These are our “asks” for MPs, but we also have an offer: 
we continue to be ready to provide opportunities for 
our local MPs to connect to the business community. We 
can support them by sharing local intelligence on the 
challenges and opportunities facing businesses, sharing 
research into the regional economy and impact of major 
events on business performance and by helping promote 
their work in support of local businesses. By working 
together, we can help grow the regional economy and 
work towards making the city-region the best possible 
place to do business.
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Birmingham

1.  Work with the business community to maximise the local economic benefits 
from HS2, Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games and other major  
investment projects. 

2.  Campaign for clarity on the Birmingham Clean Air Zone from: a) the Government 
on how long the Euro 6 emission standards will be compliant with air quality 
legislation and b) Birmingham City Council on ensuring all funds generated are 
reinvested in improving public transport.

3.  Understand how regeneration and investment is changing the dynamic of the 
city and campaign to ensure that businesses, and the jobs they provide, can 
continue to thrive in hotspot areas. 

Burton 

1.  Promote the case for and champion work aimed at protecting and revitalising 
Burton town centre.

2.  Champion the need for enhanced marketing of the District and the wider 
Staffordshire area to potential investors.

3.  Support and enable work to increase capacity on the A38 and M6 motorway 
through Staffordshire.

Cannock Chase

1.  Promote the case for and champion work aimed at protecting and revitalising 
our high streets.

2.  Ensure that the road infrastructure is improved to ease congestion in and 
around the Chase region.

3.  Champion the need for improved rail services to Stafford, London, 
Birmingham and other major UK cities.
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Lichfield & Tamworth

1.  Support businesses affected by disruption during the construction of HS2 
phase 1 and help communicate what works will occur when and the impact 
they will have.

2.  Support the Lichfield & Tamworth Chamber of Commerce Pay in 30 Days 
campaign.

3.  Promote the case for, and champion work aimed at, rejuvenating the 
Lichfield and Tamworth town centres.

Solihull

1.  Champion, support and promote UK Central and other projects responsible 
for delivering and improving transport infrastructure (such as HS2 and the 
Solihull Town Centre Masterplan).

2.  Support Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council in championing Solihull locally, 
regionally and internationally as a key location for economic growth and 
inward investment.

3.  Continue to support and promote the Solihull Employment and Skills board 
with the Life Ready programme, the Solihull Careers Hub and the Opening 
Doors to Business programme.

Sutton Coldfield

1.  Champion the need for and support promotion of positive news stories 
linked to the wider Sutton Coldfield area.

2.  Support and promote the work of Sutton Coldfield Business Improvement 
District and other active local business support organisations.

3.  Champion and support work to improve transport infrastructure in Sutton 
Coldfield including increasing engagement regarding the new Transport 
Hub planning phase and master planning exercises.
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BREXIT

The UK Government must avoid a messy & 
disorderly Brexit and ensure a smooth transition to a 
comprehensive new trading relationship with the EU & 
other nations where UK businesses could lose existing 
market access. They should implement a simple, flexible 
immigration system that responds to employers needs, 
clarify the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and how it will 
maximise local autonomy, introduce a SME tax credit to 
help firms adapting to Brexit and upscale HMRC Time to 
Pay arrangements. 

PEOPLE

The UK Government should help businesses recruit, 
retrain and develop staff through setting out a clear 
strategy & funding for life long learning, extending 
the apprenticeship levy to all accredited training and 
ensuring that the vocational education &training system 
in the UK (apprenticeships, FE, T Levels, adult skills 
and beyond) is appropriately resourced, clear and 
straightforward to navigate. 

INFRASTRUCTURE

The UK Government must deliver all phases of HS2, 
commit funding to bring local roads up to scratch, 
strengthen national planning guidelines to protect 
land for employment, reform planning rules to support 
5G infrastructure and bring forward a replacement to 
Private Finance Initiative.

INERNATIONAL TRADE

The UK Government should introduce a tax credit for 
UK exporters entering new markets, revitalise trade 
support programmes including an emphasis on face-to-
face support and establish a true partnership between 
government & business on future trade policy including 
immediate inclusion of high quality business expertise in 
trade negotiations. 

BUSINESS INVESTMENTS & COSTS

The UK Government should extend the duration and 
scope of the £1m Annual Investment Allowance, protect 
tax schemes that incentivise investment such as SEIS 
and EIS, reverse the 2017 reduction of the dividend 
allowance, launch a root and business-led review of 
the business rates system and introduce a  
moratorium on measures that would increase  
business costs in the next Parliament. 

National priorities

The Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce 
support the British Chambers of Commerce’s 2020 
and Beyond: Business Priorities for the Next UK 
Government summarised below. The full document 
can be found on the Greater Birmingham 
Chambers of Commerce website.
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About the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce
The Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce (GBCC) 
is here to connect, support and grow local businesses. 
Accredited by the British Chambers, we have acted as the 
voice of local businesses since 1813. Today’s Chamber has over 
3,200 members across six geographical and four themed 
sections. We offer a diverse range of membership and 
business support services. 

Birmingham Chamber
75 Harborne Road,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3DH
t   0121 454 6171

 
Burton Chamber
UC114, HE Business Centre,  
Burton and South Derbyshire College,  
Lichfield Street, DE14 3RL
t   01283 535 640

Cannock Chase Chamber
Point South Park Plaza, 
Hayes Way, Cannock, WS12 2DB
t   01785 257 057

Lichfield & Tamworth Chamber
Point South Park Plaza,  
Hayes Way, Cannock, WS12 2DB
t   0845 0710 191

Solihull Chamber
c/o Solihull College, 
Blossomfield Road, Solihull, B91 1SB
t 0121 678 7488

Sutton Coldfield Chamber
Sutton Coldfield College,
Aldridge Road, Birmingham, B44 8NE
t 0121 725 9005
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