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Future Faces is a thriving, dynamic, and diverse network for the young professionals of 
Greater Birmingham. It is the largest young professional network in the region after the 
acquisition of BPS Birmingham at the end of 2020. 

Future Faces exists to network, develop, and recognise young professionals across all 
sectors and is powed by the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce.

In a post-lockdown era with hybrid working emerging as the preferred option 
among city employers, it has never been more important to offer social and career 
development to young talent within the city. Whether you are an employer who wants 
to invest in and retain your young talent, or a young professional yourself wanting to 
expand your network and enhance your skills, Future Faces is for you. 

WELCOME TO
FUTURE FACES
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like-minded professionals by coming to our bi-monthly events. One is 
dedicated to professional development, and the other for enjoyable social 
networking. 

• For members that would like to be more hands on, you can join the Future 
Faces Committee to gain new skills and help raise your profile within the 
region and develop new responsibilities.  

• Take advantage of our mentoring scheme with access to the most 
successful business people across any sector you wish to excel in.   

• Network with the brightest brains in the region. Our members are super 
friendly and we all support one another to grow and thrive in our careers.   

• Enhance your CV, personal brand, and profile by being associated with the 
Chamber. 

• Our professional development events offer members the opportunity 
to learn career and business skills from sector leaders from around the 
region. 

• Our flagship Future Faces Annual Dinner & Awards is the region’s only 
awards dinner to recognise the talent of all young professionals in the city. 
Get nominated, get shortlisted, and get winning! Last year’s overall winner 
took home a fully funded MBA from Aston University!  

• Make friends for life and get to know the region like you have never seen 
it. So many of our members have forged strong friendships as well as 
business links. We have the most unique and exclusive venues on our 
member roster, so you know our events are going to show you the best of 
the best.   

• Members can also access offers on the Greater Birmingham Chambers 
of Commerce Exclusive Member Offers online portal and submit an offer 
themselves.
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ip • Train and retain your young talent by offering Future Faces Membership 

as a soft perk for your ambitious young people. Stand out from your 
competitors!  

• Save on CPD and training and let us do all the hard work to nurture and 
develop the skills of your young professionals.  

• Gain exposure for your brand via your Future Faces members, gain clients 
and business through the ever-increasing networks that your employees 
build.  

• Promote the mental health of your relocated and hybrid-working staff by 
offering them face-to-face social networking within the city outside of 
their workplace.  

• Build up your corporate social responsibility by investing in the city’s 
young people.  

• Feature your business news on the Future Faces page in Chamberlink 
Magazine (readership of over 27,000), on Chamber social media channels 
with over 100,000 combined followers or the weekly e-newsletter to over 
2000 recipients. 

• Opportunity to build relationships and be a part of the wider Greater 
Birmingham Chambers of Commerce family. 

• Give your young professionals access to the exclusive leadership skills 
series from Aston Business School developed only for Future Faces. (More 
information on page 11).

Not yet a member?
Not a member? Individual membership is £150 +VAT each and 
corporate membership discounts are available at 5 memberships for 
£500 + VAT. We also offer quarterly payments at no extra cost. 
To join, please email j.perks@birmingham-chamber.com
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Our Patronage package is for businesses looking to connect with, support and grow the 
young professional business community. 

It is our section’s top-tier membership package providing an exclusive combination of 
profile opportunities, access to networks and intelligence and tailored support from the 
head of the division. 

Our Patrons are leaders in their field and play a vital role in enabling our work to develop 
and celebrate the region’s young professionals.

Future Faces is lucky enough to work with the following Patrons:

Our Patrons

‘In the short time Midlands Air 
Ambulance have been Patrons we 

are already seeing the value it brings 
to our organisation.  Our team have 

received access to numerous training 
opportunities including the mini MBA 
from Aston University and the regular 
networking events have helped them 
to develop interpersonal skills, whilst 
building exciting new partnerships’

Pam Hodgetts
Midlands Air Ambulance

‘Mills & Reeve is proud to support an 
organisation that provides access to 
invaluable cross sector networking 

events, compelling professional 
development opportunities and 
a chance for our junior lawyers 
and staff to experience ‘beyond 

legal’. We’re confident that 
involvement with Future Faces is 

a real differentiator for our people 
and are delighted to have seen 

the organisation go from strength 
to strength over our seven year 

patronage.’

Steve Allen
Mills & Reeve



Some Key Stats

Future Faces has over 400 
members!

80% of our existing 
members are ‘Very Likely’ 

and ‘Likely’ to 
recommend Future Faces

90%
90% of members rate their 
experience of Future Faces 
as either ‘Excellent’, ‘Good’ 

or ‘Satisfactory’.

The Future Faces Awards 
was hybrid for the first time! 

The evening reached 3.5 
million people on Twitter 

and Instagram.

Our virtual networking and online webinars 
have been described as ‘brilliant’ and ‘varied’!

Members are from a vast range of sectors 

The main reasons 
members joined Future Faces

Expand my network of 
contacts 

Develop business skills 

To attend the range of 
events on offer

76% of our members are aged 
between 23 – 32. With an overall age 

range of 18 – 37. 

Professional, financial and IT 

Charity and public sector 

Marketing and events 

Leisure and business hospitality 

Manufacturing and construction  

Entrepreneurial and creative   

3.5 Million

Legal Services

To make friends due to 
relocation



‘I have really enjoyed being part of Future Faces as their events and being part of a 
collective of other young professionals has really helped me boost my career, developing 
my skills and improving my confidence. I find the team to be approachable and my input 
is valued by the team.’

Harriet Saunders, The FSE Group 

What our members say...
‘I have been a Future Faces member 
for over a year now and it’s been an 
incredible journey from learning new 
skills to making best friends. I would 

recommend it to any young professional 
in Birmingham that wants to broaden 
their horizons, grow their network or 

just simply have fun to join’.

Kasim Choudhry, Thinkfest

‘Being a Future Faces member has 
accelerated my presence in the local 
business community and exposure to 

new networks. 

Making use of the resources available 
such as online webinars, social network-
ing events and quizzes has allowed me 
to make connections with like-minded 

individuals.’ 

Joanna Drinkwater, Grant McKnight 

‘Everyone I have met from future faces has been friendly and inviting. It has been 
refreshing to meet people from a variety of backgrounds in both work and life.’

Yung Lau, Jacobs



‘The Future Faces programme established 
my network in the Midlands, developed 

my business skills and deepened my 
understanding of British business culture. 
I gained insights into a range of different 

business types and professions. The 
connections I made at the events are already 

proving useful in further activities.’

Michal Nowinski, Arup

‘Being a FF Member has opened up a 
lot of doors for me and my business. I 
have had the opportunity to grow my 

professional network, learn and develop as 
an individual, gain exposure and win more 

business’. 

Edwin Ladd, Mr Ladd Media

‘Future Faces recognises that skills, expertise and talent aren’t ageist and that quite 
often, the best way to develop is to listen to and learn from your peers.  It’s great to be 
part of a group which celebrates the successes of the many talented individuals across 
every sector in Greater Birmingham in a fun, informal and/or educational environment.’ 

Freddie Jacks, Anster

‘Future Faces has been an absolute game changer in my career. It has allowed me to 
develop a brilliant network of young professionals from a range of sectors, take part in 
impactful CPD and development which I have been able to take back to my office and 
implement. Most of all it has allowed me to be part of a collective voice in Birmingham, 
a voice which is full of positivity, ambition and the future leaders of our city. Winning 
the Future Face of Public Sector and Education has been a highlight in my career and I 
am looking forward to supporting the network in the future.’

Sapreena Kumari, Aston University

‘Future Faces has not only helped me make 
some incredible local friends, but has also 

given me the confidence to be my authentic 
self both inside and outside the workplace’

Jaccy Datta, Santander



Professional Development Events

90% of members who attended 
the virtual Future Faces awards 

found it ‘excellent’ or ‘good’

Having a Positive Mind Set in the New Year

20
21
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90%

Celebrating Cultural Differences in 
the Workplace

Making Sustainability the Focus

Helping Young Professionals 
Manage their Finances

Leadership Development Session with 
CEO Henrietta Brealey



Social Networking Events

Walking Tour of the ‘New’ 
Birmingham

FF + BYPY Awards Finalists BBQ

FF + BYPY Awards 2021 Viewing 
Party

Future Faces Charity Quiz 

Birmingham Brewing Company Beer 
Tasting 
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Future Faces Coffee ‘N Chat

Future Faces Virtual Escape Room: 
The Rogue Agent

Speed Networking



Aston Business School’s 
Leadership Skills Series
Our exclusive Aston Business School Leadership Skills Event Series comprised 
of five virtual workshops covering different aspects of personal development for 
modern leaders. Led by academics, entrepreneurs and careers consultants from 
Aston University.

Topics included:

• Mindfulness and Boundary Setting When Using Technology for Work
• How to Manage Under Performing Employees
• Game-storming, Creativity and Innovation
• Pitching and Presentation Skills
• Basics in business finance

This event series recieved over 100+ delegates throughout and delegates of the full 
series recieved a certificate of recognition from Aston Business School.



This year’s Future Faces Awards and BPS Birmingham’s BYPY Awards combined to 
create the region’s largest celebration of all young professional talent. This was a hybrid 
event which received over 400 streams and hosted multiple in-person viewing parties. 
The headline sponsors were long standing supporters Aston University and BNP Paribas 
Personal Finance.

This year’s awards were expanded to represent the diverse wealth of talent in the Greater 
Birmingham region and the award categories include:

• Future Faces Champion of the Year
• Future Faces Apprentice of the Year
• The Future Face of Arts and Culture
• The Future Face of Charity and Social Enterprise
• The Future Face of Entrepreneurship
• The Future Face of Finance 
• The Future Face of Industry 
• The Future Face of Legal
• The Future Face of Public Sector and Education 
• The Future Face of Retail and Hospitality
• The Future Face of Sales, Marketing and Communications
• The Future Face of Technology and Innovation
• The Future Face of Sustainability

This year’s awards received a record number of entries and were judged independently by 
a panel consisting of Councillor Brigid Jones (Birmingham City Council), Byron Carnegie 
(JAMAYA), Jo Drinkwater (Grant Mcknight), Mark Smith (Aston University) and Michelle 
Adams (Squire Patton Boggs (UK) LLP). The judging panel was also chaired by Anjum 
Khan (Director of the Asian Business Chamber of Commerce).

Sponsors of the evening included; Aston University, Common Purpose, EY, HSBC, Inspired 
Energy, Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, Mills & Reeve, Notepad, Open College Network 
West Midlands, RSM, Squire Patton Boggs, The Black Pounds Project, WM International 
Customs Agency and Wright Restaurants t/a McDonald’s.

The overall winner of the Future Face of Greater Birmingham award received a fully-funded 
Executive MBA scholarship from Aston University and the winner of the Future Faces 
Champion award received a place on Common Purpose’s Emerging Leaders Programme.
Faces Champion award received a place on their streetwise MBA programme.

Future Faces + BYPY 
Awards 2021 



Future Faces 
Annual Awards Winners

Future Faces Apprentice of 
the Year

Dylan Pickin
ValYou Recruitment

Future Face of Arts & Culture
Alex Nicholson Evans

Birmingham Museums Trust

Future Face of Charity & Social 
Enterprise

Neelam Heera
Cysters

Future Face of Entrepreneurship
Davies Okeowo

Birmingham Enterprise 
Community

Future Face of Finance
Naomi Campion

Bibby Financial Services Limited

Future Face of Industry
Yung-Yu Lau

Jacobs

Future Face of Legal
Baljinder Singh Atwal
West Midlands Police

Future Face of Public Sector & 
Education

Dr Daniel Cash
Aston University

Future Face of Sales, Marketing & 
Communications

Hannah Montgomery
Golddust Marketing

Future Faces of Technology & 
Innovation 

Karl Nicholson
Synaptek

Future Faces Champion 
Yung-Yu Lau

Jacobs

Future Face of Greater 
Birmingham 2021
Michal Nowinski

Arup

Future Face of Retail and 
Hospitality 

Ineta Svedaite
Fazenda Rodizio Bar & Grill

Future Face of Sustainability 
Michal Nowinski

Arup



Lessons of a Young Professional Webinar with 
University of Birmingham

We also partnered with the following organisations to offer members exclusive discounts 
and promotions:

Visit to Jericho Foundation’s ReUsers site

FF Committee’s Mental 
Health Top Tips

Added extras in 2021

Meet the Young Professionals with Jericho 
Foundation



The Future Faces Executive Committee is derived from the Future Faces membership and consists 
of member representatives that have a variety of skills and drive to contribute to the Future Faces 
agenda. 

Future Faces Committee members are appointed through a member vote. They meet once a month 
to review the activities of Future Faces as well as plan for upcoming events, initiatives and activities. 
They also select the President’s Charity which is supported from April to March; the year’s charity is 
Jericho Foundation.
 
As a legally constituted section of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, the Future 
Faces President represents Future Faces on Chamber Council which comprises of ten section 
representatives and nineteen elected members chaired by Chamber President Steve Allen

Committee Members

Future Faces would like bid a fond farewell and thank the following people for their service on the 
Future Faces Committee in 2021: Ineta Svedaite and Emma Noble

Jodie-Lee Perks
Future Faces Manager

Abigail Coulson
Primrose Hospice

Neelam Heera
Cysters

Jacalyn Datta
Santander,
President

Vanessa Lewis 
Future Faces Events 

Manager

Your Future Faces Team:

Graham Allsopp
Ark Media

Kasim Choudhry
Thinkfest Events,

Vice President

Ashley Kerr
Mills & Reeve LLP

Michal Nowinski
Arup

Sabah Hussain
Corella,

Vice President

Yung Lau
Jacobs UK

Emma Noble
Pinsent Masons LLP

Kari Lawler
Youth4All

Ineta Svedaite
Fazenda Rodizio Bar 

& Grill
Kiranjit Kaur

Tom Goodman
Hack The Midlands

Claudia Congrave
Future Faces Press & 

PR Assistant



Future Faces would like to thank all its members, partners, supporters and sponsors for 
making 2021 its best year yet! 

We would also like to especially thank our Patrons:

Thank you!

Future Faces 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce 
75 Harborne Road
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3DH
greaterbirminghamchambers.com/our-group/
future-faces/

ffchamber ffchamber /ffchambers

Find out more!



Future Faces is part of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce Group:

Greater Birmingham

Transatlantic
Chamber of Commerce

Lichfield & Tamworth

Chamber
of Commerce

Burton & District

Chamber
of Commerce

Solihull

Chamber
of Commerce

Cannock Chase

Chamber
of Commerce

Sutton Coldfield

Chamber
of Commerce


