
FUTURE FACES 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

2022-2023



Our Patrons

Future Faces is lucky enough to work with the following Patrons:

Our Patronage package is for businesses looking to connect with, support and grow the 
young professional business community. 

It is our section’s top-tier membership package providing an exclusive combination of 
profile opportunities, access to networks and intelligence and tailored support from the 
head of the division. 

Our Patrons are leaders in their field and play a vital role in enabling our work to develop 
and celebrate the region’s young professionals.

‘As Patrons of Future Faces we cannot 
only invest in the future development 
of our own young professionals via 
the training opportunities available, 
but to also help others benefit by 

using our scholarship memberships.’

Pam Hodgetts
Midlands Air Ambulance

‘Mills & Reeve is proud to support an 
organisation that provides access to 
invaluable cross-sector networking 

events, compelling professional 
development opportunities and 
a chance for our junior lawyers 
and staff to experience ‘beyond 

legal’. We’re confident that 
involvement with Future Faces is 

a real differentiator for our people 
and are delighted to have seen 

the organisation go from strength 
to strength over our seven year 

patronage.’

Steve Allen
Mills & Reeve



Future Faces is a thriving, dynamic, diverse and inclusive network for young 
professionals across Greater Birmingham. It is the largest young professional network in 
the region, Future Faces is for everyone.

Future Faces exists to network, develop, and recognise young professionals across all 
sectors and is powered by the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce.

Whether you are a young professional who wants to expand your network and enhance 
your skills and develop your career or an employer who wants to invest in and retain 
your young talent, Future Faces is for you.

We are proud to support the future faces of this exciting city and its surrounding 
areas - we are thriving after an incredible Games. Being the youngest city in Europe, 
Birmingham is vibrant, we have to much to offer and share. Let us support each other 
and show the world Birmingham is a city for everyone.

WELCOME TO
FUTURE FACES



Thank you 

from Jaccy
Being Future Faces President over the past 2 years has taught me 

so much, and I’m proud of the leader it’s truly helped me become. 

Mental health awareness and  support for the FF  committee, as well 

as for all of our members, has been a key focal point throughout my  

Presidency. It’s about not fearing to be vulnerable, open, and honest with those you’re leading. I’m so 

proud of the committee for their openness in return this year.

I’m aware my confidence levels have grown dramatically - speaking on stage to a room of 450 people 

at this year’s FF Awards was certainly a huge achievement for me - but I’ve also seen the Chamber 

through a pandemic, helped members with online well-being check-ins, supported dedicated members 

of the committee with organising mental health walks and, with the drive of the FF Mentorship 

Sub-Committee, have ensured the long-promised FF Mentorship scheme finally launched this year.

For the first time, there’s now a Future Faces Podcast (check it out if you haven’t already!) and, by 

encouraging members to share their own achievements, we repeatedly have a double page spread of 

FF news in the monthly Chamberlink Magazine.

Future Faces has also now started to branch out to hold combined social events with other regional 

Chambers within Greater Birmingham, helping members of FF to broaden their network and also allow 

local business leaders in those regions to meet some of our incredible talent.

I’m truly looking forward to seeing the direction Future Faces takes under its new President, and wish 

Kasim the very best of luck in the role. Thank you Kasim for your support to me as President over the 

past 2 years.

To the outgoing committee – thank you for your support personally over this past year. It’s been 

incredibly rewarding seeing you all develop in your own ways; you’ve taught me so much in return. 

To those continuing in the committee for this coming year, please keep up the wonderful passion and 

energy!

A special thank you from myself goes to Sabah and Yung, who will be continuing as Vice-Presidents this 

year – you’ve been a great support to me personally, and I have no doubt you will continue to do so for 

Kasim and the new incoming committee.

To the Chamber Team, thank you for your ongoing commitment to the Future Faces Chamber.

And to the members – thank you for helping Future Faces to continue be a real community in the 

region – we obviously wouldn’t be here without you! With so many opportunities to get involved, be 

sure to make the most of your membership and if there’s something we’re missing, let the Chamber 

know!



Welcome 

from Kasim
     I am thrilled to have been chosen as the President of Future 

       Faces and truly honoured to have the opportunity to lead this                                                                         

 fantastic community for the next two years.

Future Faces holds a special place in my heart, as a network I wish it existed when I started my career 

many years ago. On graduating in Law from MMU, I spent 5 years working in financial compliance. I 

gave it all up to move back home to follow my passion in the events sector. I am now the Creative 

Director of a company called Thinkfest; a division of Pathway Group, who organise and manage

learning and development events.

I relish the opportunity to further grow and develop Future Faces, not just as a network of young 

professionals; but a thriving community of budding entrepreneurs, lawyers, accountants, sales 

executives, hospitality professionals, marketeers, techies, artists, apprentices and many more.

A big part of my ethos is ensuring leadership is representative of the communities we live in. Greater 

Birmingham is made up of over 3.8 million people of which 40% are under the age of 24, making us 

the youngest city in Europe! With over 66 different sub-ethnic groups, we are more diverse than 

London; with over 33% of our population heralding from multicultural backgrounds. This is so poignant 

as I become the first person of colour to become president of the Future Faces Chamber of 

Commerce supported by a diverse Executive Committee.

As president I would like to support Future Faces in being the leading organisation for young

professionals in Birmingham, promoting inclusion and regular active participation in events and 

activities. I aim to nurture, empower and lead the Future Faces committee and membership to be 

outstanding, confident, and inspiring to young professionals within our region.

However, I need your help. Whilst Future Faces is the fastest growing division of GBCC, we are only 

scratching the surface. This year I implore all members to attend as many events as possible, network 

far and wide, develop meaningful connections and grow professionally.

Looking at the prospective, and ongoing Future Faces projects fills me with excitement and pride, 

from the launch of our mentoring scheme to our partnership with Aston University. Endless 

opportunities await our members to develop their skills through our various events. So, get involved 

and tell your friends!



The Future Faces Executive Committee is derived from the Future Faces membership and consists of 
member representatives that have a variety of skills and drive to contribute to the Future Faces agenda. 

Future Faces Committee members are appointed through a member vote. They meet once a month to 
review the activities of Future Faces as well as plan for upcoming events, initiatives and activities. They 
also select the President’s Charity which is supported from April to March; the year’s charity is Midlands Air 
Ambulance.
 
As a legally constituted section of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, the Future Faces 
President represents Future Faces on Chamber Council which comprises of ten section representatives and 
nineteen elected members chaired by Chamber President Deb O’Leary.

Committee Members

Kasim 
Choudhry

Thinkfest Events, 
President

Amy 
Jacklin

Virgin Money 
Vice-President

Sabah 
Hussain
Correla

Vice-President

Yung 
Lau

Jacobs
Vice-President

Ashley 
Kerr

Mills & Reeve

Davies 
Okeowo 
GBSLEP 

Growth Hub

Esther 
Adjei-Baah

Deutsche Bank

Freya 
Dearman

BT

Hannah 
Ellis

Lloyds Bank

Harriet 
Saunders

The FSE Group

Hayley-Jo 
Lockley

Cognitive Law 
Limited

Sarah 
Griffiths
Intercity 

Technology

Tom 
Bower
Woods 

Hardwick

Will 
Crawford
quietnote
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ip • Bi-monthly events. One is dedicated to professional development, and the 

other for enjoyable social networking. 

• For members that would like to be more hands on, you can join the Future 
Faces Committee to gain new skills and help raise your profile within the 
region and develop new responsibilities.  

• Take advantage of our mentoring scheme with access to the most 
successful business people across any sector you wish to excel in.   

• Network with the brightest brains in the region. Our members are super 
friendly and we all support one another to grow and thrive in our careers.   

• Enhance your CV, personal brand, and profile by being associated with the 
Chamber. 

• Our professional development events offer members the opportunity 
to learn career and business skills from sector leaders from around the 
region. 

• Our flagship Future Faces Annual Dinner & Awards is the region’s only 
awards dinner to recognise the talent of all young professionals in the city. 
Get nominated, get shortlisted, and get winning! Last year’s overall winner 
took home a fully funded MBA from Aston University!  

• Make friends for life and get to know the region like you have never seen 
it. So many of our members have forged strong friendships as well as 
business links. We have the most unique and exclusive venues on our 
member roster, so you know our events are going to show you the best of 
the best.   

• Members can also access offers on the Greater Birmingham Chambers 
of Commerce Exclusive Member Offers online portal and submit an offer 
themselves.
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h
ip • Train and retain your young talent by offering Future Faces Membership 

as a soft perk for your ambitious young people. Stand out from your 
competitors!  

• Save on CPD and training and let us do all the hard work to nurture and 
develop the skills of your young professionals.  

• Gain exposure for your brand via your Future Faces members, gain clients 
and business through the ever-increasing networks that your employees 
build.  

• Promote the mental health of your relocated and hybrid-working staff by 
offering them face-to-face social networking within the city outside of 
their workplace.  

• Build up your corporate social responsibility by investing in the city’s 
young people.  

• Feature your business news on the Future Faces page in Chamberlink 
Magazine (readership of over 27,000), on Chamber social media channels 
with over 100,000 combined followers or the weekly e-newsletter to over 
2,000 recipients. 

• Opportunity to build relationships and be a part of the wider Greater 
Birmingham Chambers of Commerce family. 

• Give your young professionals access to the exclusive Future Faces 
Mentoring Scheme designed to help career development of Future 
Faces members by matching with a mentor who is part of one of Greater 

Birmingham Chambers.

Not yet a member?
Individual membership is £150+VAT each and corporate membership 
discounts are available for 5 memberships for £500+ VAT. We also 
offer quarterly payments at no extra cost. 
To join, please email s.poduval-morrell@birmingham-chamber.com
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Mindfulness with Music

2
0

2
2

 R
o

u
n

d
 U

p

Professional Development with Alex 
Bishop

Black History Month at The National 
Trust: Back to Backs

Professional 

Events

Midlands Air Ambulance Charity and 
Charlie Fogarty

Developmentl

Listen to our Young 
Professionals 
Podcast here!

Speaker Event with 
Laura Vann



Social 

Events

FF Awards Finalists BBQ

Future Faces Annual Dinner and 
Awards 2022

Future Faces Charity Quiz 

Gymshark Bootcamp and 
Social Networking
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Future Faces Escape Live Social 
Networking 

Networking

Intercity Technology Social Networking 
with GBCC CEO Henrietta Brealey



Future Faces has over 500 
members!

30% growth since the last 
AGM in 2021

90%
90% of members rate their 
experience of Future Faces 
as either ‘Excellent’, ‘Good’ 

or ‘Satisfactory’

Future Faces held 32 events 
over the past year, with over 

1,200 delegates 
attending!

Our mentoring scheme had 40 matches - which 
is 60% higher uptake than anticipated! 

Members are from a vast range of sectors 

The main reasons 
members joined Future Faces

Expand my network of 
contacts 

Develop business skills 

To attend the range of 
events on offer

76% of our members are aged 
between 23 – 32. With an overall age 

range of 18 – 37

Professional, Scientific and Technical

Education

Financial and Insurance

Other Services

Administrative and Support Services  

Wholesale and Retail Trade  

1,200

Real Estate Services

To make friends due to 
relocation

Future Faces Awards  
was held in person 

for the first time two 
years! It had over 
430 attendees!

Some Key Stats



‘Future Faces has been a fantastic opportunity for me to get into networking through really engaging 
activities. My confidence has grown massively since joining and, since the recent launch of their 
mentoring scheme, I am now also gaining invaluable professional development from a contact I would 
never have met otherwise. I am so grateful to have been given the opportunity to join Future Faces 
and I’m really excited to see what comes next.’

Sarah Griffith, Intercity TechnologySarah Griffith, Intercity Technology

What our members say...

‘I have been a Future Faces member 
for over a year now and it’s been an 
incredible journey from learning new 
skills to making best friends. I would 

recommend it to any young professional 
in Birmingham that wants to broaden 
their horizons, grow their network or 

just simply have fun to join.’

Kasim Choudhry, Thinkfest

‘Being a Future Faces member has 
accelerated my presence in the local 
business community and exposure to 

new networks. 

Making use of the resources available 
such as online webinars, social 

networking events and quizzes has 
allowed me to make connections with 

like-minded individuals.’ 

Joanna Drinkwater, Grant 
McKnight 

‘For me Future Faces is a network which supports others, both inside and outside. 
Within the last couple of years I received a lot of advice and mentoring, as well as 
giving it. It’s not just a B2B network, but more human to human, H2H, one.’

Michal Nowinski, Arup



‘I became a member of Future Faces just 
three month ago and I can already say 

without a doubt it is one of the best decisions 
a young professional can make. It provides a 

fantastic opportunity to connect and network 
with people across various sectors in the city, 
develop your professional skills via mentoring 

schemes and offers fabulous social events 
where you can make lifelong friendships.’

Sigita Pjampite, Unique Venues 
Birmingham

‘Being an FF Member has opened up a 
lot of doors for me and my business. I 
have had the opportunity to grow my 

professional network, learn and develop as 
an individual, gain exposure and win more 

business.’ 

Edwin Ladd, Mr Ladd Media

‘Future faces has provided me a platform to connect with like-minded ambitious young 
professionals as well as established successful leaders across the city. It has 
undoubtedly strengthened my networks and made me think what if it could work out 
better than you ever imagined? I was fortunate enough to receive the Birmingham 
Future Face of Finance Award 2022 which will hopefully help springboard the next 
steps of my career journey.’

Jamie Gibson, Mazars

‘The mentorship programme so far has been a brilliant experience. There has been 
excellent support for us as mentors, with an online workshop about how to mentor 
effectively and get the best from the process, as well as a really insightful and 
engaging social event where we got to learn more about each other and the benefits 
of the scheme. My mentee and I have been brilliantly matched based on our experience 
and challenges and I can’t wait to see what we both achieve at the end of our 6 months 
together.’

Kate Curry, The Curry Design Studios



GBCC Contacts

Khadija Guess
Marketing and 

Events Assistant

Sophie Poduval-Morrell
Future Faces Manager

Lillian Elekan
Head of Membership

Darby Newman 
Press and PR Executive



Future Faces Apprentice of 
the Year

Daisy Carter
Jacobs

Future Face of Charity & Third 
Sector

Abigail Coulson
Acorns Children’s Hospice

Future Face of Creative Arts & 
Culture

Ben Wooldridge
Birmingham Repertory Theatre

Future Face of Education & 
Public Sector

Gurdeep Chima
Aston University

Future Face of Finance
Jamie Gibson
Mazars LLP

Future Face of Health & 
Wellbeing

Jeevan SIngh Chagger
Evolve: A Social Impact Company

Future Face of Industry & 
Engineering
Ashik Nazar 

Arup

Future Face of Legal
Ashley Kerr

Mills & Reeve

Future Face of Sales, 
Marketing & Communications

Gurdas Singh
WANAMA

Future Faces of Start-Ups & 
Enterprise 
Tom Field

Dakro Environmental

Future Face of Technology and  
Innovation

Yung-Yu Lau
Jacobs

Greater Birmingham Young 
Professional of the Year 2022

Ingrida Vengalyte
Jacobs

Future Face of Retail and 
Hospitality 

Jacques Hobson
The Belfry

Future Face of Sustainability 
Ingrida Vengalyte

Jacobs

This year’s Future Faces Awards combined to create the region’s largest celebration of all young 
professional talent. This was the first year the Awards were held in person with over 430 people 
in attendance. The headline sponsors were long standing supporters Aston University as well 
University College Birmingham and the University of Warwick.

Future Faces Annual 
Dinner & Awards 2022



Future Faces would like to thank all its members, partners, supporters and sponsors for 
making 2022 its best year yet! 

We would also like to especially thank our Patrons:

Thank you!

Future Faces 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce 
75 Harborne Road
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3DH
www.greaterbirminghamchambers.com/futurefaces

ffchamber ffchamber /ffchambers

Find out more!


