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What is HS2?

High Speed 2 (HS2) Phase One is the high speed rail line planned to run between London Euston and 
Birmingham (Curzon Street) via Birmingham Interchange (Birmingham International), reaching speeds of 
up to 225mph.  HS2 is expected to gain Royal Ascent by the end of 2016, with construction set to start at 
the beginning of 2017.  The Phase One line is planned to officially open in 2026.  

How will HS2 affect my business?

HS2 is predicted to have a major impact on the city region. Physically, there will be two HS2 stations built 
in the area: Birmingham Interchange (located near Birmingham Airport) and Curzon Street (Birmingham 
City Centre) and a maintenance depot in Washwood Heath. HS2’s national headquarters is already in 
Birmingham. 

Current analysis suggests that this investment will generate 8,600 direct jobs in the local area1  and over 
2000 apprenticeships2 . There are also plans to use the development of the HS2 Curzon Street Station 
as a catalyst for regeneration, particularly opening up pedestrian routes and access to the Digbeth area. 
The Curzon development is expected to add 400,000 sq. m of Grade A office space as well as over 3000 
new homes3 . Once complete, HS2 Phase 1 will reduce the Birmingham to London journey time to 49 
minutes4 . HS2 is also the most significant, large scale Government backed investment in infrastructure 
in a generation. Bidding for over £11.8billion worth of HS2 contracts has already gone live, representing 
opportunities for businesses of all sizes and sectors as contractors, sub-contractors and through the 
supply chain. 

In the long run, HS2 is predicted to bring additional jobs and investment to the city-region. However 
HS2 does require significant infrastructure works including bridges and tunnels to cross the regional 
road network on its approach to Birmingham from the East of the city.  The associated road works will 
naturally impact business people’s ability to travel around the city-region while they are in place. 

What is the GBCC position on HS2?

The GBCC actively supports HS2, and believe the project provides tremendous opportunities for business 
growth and investment for decades to come.  However, we are aware of the concerns many businesses 
have regarding disruption during construction and ensuring businesses further away from stations are 
still able to benefit. We believe it is crucial for HS2 to continue working with local stakeholders to engage 
the business community so that local employers understand the opportunities available and public 
bodies are able to work together on transport planning to minimise disruption and improve easy access 
to planned station sites for businesses across the city-region. 

How can GBCC help?

The GBCC works closely with HS2 to connect them with the local business community and publicise key 
details relating to their activities through our media and communications channels and events. We also 
promote the needs of local businesses in meetings with local and national politicians, stakeholders and in 
participation on groups such as Midlands Connect, and the Birmingham City Council HS2 Local Delivery 
Team. 

1 GBS LEP HS2 Growth Strategy, 2015
2 GBS LEP HS2 Growth Strategy, 2015
3 GBS LEP HS2 Growth Strategy, 2015
4 BBC news, 2014
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