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What is the Birmingham Box? 

The “Birmingham Box” refers to the set of motorways (M5, M6, M42) that form a ‘box’ around 
Birmingham.  The M5 runs from the North to the South, on the West side of Birmingham, forming the left 
side of the box.  The M42 forms the bottom and right hand side of the box, while the M6 forms the top of 
the box, crossing the M42, to the top of the M5, to then become the main motorway route northbound.

 
How will the Birmingham Box affect my business?

The Birmingham Box forms an important road network around the Birmingham city area, creating 
essential connectivity for businesses: from transporting goods, to travelling between clients, to 
employees simply commuting to work.   The Birmingham box also forms a key part of the national road 
network, with the M5 providing the main motorway route between the South-west and Midlands, while 
the M6 is the key motorway route to the North-west.  Essentially it provides a key through connection 
between the South and North.

The Birmingham Box clearly provides vital connectivity, yet it is facing a number of problems.  
Congestion is increasing around the box, in part due to the growth of the general population, resulting 
in bottle necks forming on the network at peak times.  As the population grows congestion will only 
get worse.  In addition, much of the key infrastructure, such as Spaghetti Junction is halfway through 
its lifespan and is in need of maintenance and repair.  While necessary, road works only exacerbate 
congestion and increase business journey times.  In addition, construction work on HS2 is set to 
commence in 2017.  The project will require significant infrastructure works including bridges and tunnels 
on its approach to Birmingham from the East of the city, which will cross parts of the M42, M6 and A38.  
As a result there will be significant disruption to the Birmingham Box.
 

What is the GBCC position on the Birmingham Box?

The Chamber understands the importance of the Birmingham Box, and supports measures to improve 
traffic flow around it, through for example smart motorway sections.  These are currently in operation 
on the M42 and are currently being implemented on the M5, between J4A and 6.  We also support 
programmes such as Midlands Connect, which is working to identify key projects and programmes 
that will help to improve connectivity across the Midlands, including the Greater Birmingham area.  We 
also welcome talks to consider the strategic use of the M6 Toll motorway in times of severe congestion 
around the Box, especially in view of forthcoming HS2 construction works.  The political ramifications 
of a Leave result could also be important for businesses as it is likely to be an unsettled time for 
Government. Whether or not there would be a leadership challenge or resignations remains to be seen, 
but the Government would undoubtedly be largely focused on dealing with the UK’s exit from the EU and 
the diplomatic process of negotiating trade agreements. 

How can the GBCC help?

The GBCC works closely with Highways England to keep up to date of road works programmes and 
co-ordinate communication of current and forthcoming works.  We publicise key details of road work 
programmes (see relevant briefing papers on Document Downloads), as well as through our other media 
and communications channels and events.  We are also actively involved with Midlands Connect and HS2, 
participating in stakeholder groups and  promoting the needs of local businesses accordingly.
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