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All of us at the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce 
are incredibly proud of Future Faces and the way that the 
organisation is continuing to develop and grow. Membership of 
Future Faces is also continuing to grow – up 30% in this current 
year already – and that is something that we believe has the 
potential to increase significantly in the years ahead, and that 
the Chamber will continue to fully back and support.

The group offers young professionals across all sectors and 
the entire region an organisation that not only adds value 
to their careers and day jobs through the range of activities 
and services that it puts on, but also something that they can 
get actively involved in and shape themselves. In fact, that 
involvement and sense of ownership lies at the heart of what 
we want Future Faces to be, and why it works.

In addition to the Annual Dinner, a couple of other personal 
highlights for me over the past 12 months have been the launch 
of the highly successful Leadership Series and the fact finding 
trip to Brussels that I attended in the run up to the Referendum 
vote. It was a fascinating experience and a great example of 
the sort of opportunity Future Faces can offer members to 
broaden their knowledge and horizons. Coming just days after 
the terrorist attack at Brussels Airport, the fact that the trip 
went ahead at all also displayed a little about the determination 
and attitude (as well as organisational skills) of Future Faces.

I would like to thank the outstanding Exec Committee and their President, Adam Maguire, who has been 
an absolute pleasure to work with over the past 12 months. Adam’s commitment to Future Faces in terms 
of driving and developing it, as well as to the Chamber as a whole, has been admirable. One initiative 
we have launched in recent months is a regular meeting of Presidents from all of the wider Chamber’s 
various divisions, in order to encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and best practices 
across the group.  Adam has been an active participant and fantastic ambassador for Future Faces in 
that forum, raising awareness and understanding of the group and contributing directly to the developing 
profile that Future Faces now enjoys.  I wish Adam well as his professional career goes from strength to 
strength, and welcome the fact that he will continue to play a role supporting Future Faces as Honorary 
Chairman.  I’m equally very much looking forward to working with our new President Victoria Lineton.

Finally I’d like to thank our Future Faces Patrons, who support the group throughout the year – Mills & 
Reeve, Millennium Point, BHSF, Dains and Deutsche Bank. We are delighted to have such great backing 
from a range of key local institutions and look forward to continuing to grow and develop what we 
deliver via Future Faces for the benefit of all. 

Welcome 

from the GBCC Chief Executive

Paul Faulkner, CEO 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce



Reflecting on the last 12 months as President of Future Faces 
Chamber of Commerce gives me much to be proud of. This 
year has been an extremely exciting one in which to be 
President. It never ceases to amaze me how quickly time flies. 
The growth of Future Faces, not only during my Presidency but 
over the last few years, has been incredible. 

We have hosted our second Annual Dinner and Awards after 
the success of last year’s event (which saw 40% growth in 
attendance on year one), raised a record amount for this year’s 
President’s Charity, and undergone a rebrand which has seen 
the organisation become a Chamber of Commerce in its own 
right after 5 successful years.

We have also launched our leadership development series 
which brought together key business leaders, Future Faces 
members and the Young Institute of Directors to provide 
unparalleled insight into the experiences and expertise of 
influential and successful individuals from across the region.

When I attended my first Future Faces networking event 
in Brindleyplace over 3 years ago, I had little thought that I 
would, in time, be leading the organisation together with the 
hugely talented committee that I have been privileged to work 
alongside this year.

I would like to say a thank you to all current committee members and welcome those joining the 
committee this year. I also wish both Sian and Evelyn the best of luck in their new roles as Vice Presidents 
and I look forward to remaining involved with the newly constituted committee.

In particular, I must thank departing Vice President Chris Pile, Honorary Chair and former President Karen 
Kaur and committee member Alice Price, each of whom are stepping down after two years but who have 
been instrumental in overseeing the direction of Future Faces during that time.

In addition, I would like to say a huge thank you to Future Faces Manager Kate Evans, whose regular 
communications and stern organisation have made sure that I am always prepared and where I need to 
be at any given time and have certainly kept things (and us) in order.

Finally, I wish Vice President Victoria Lineton all the best in her new role as President. I can honestly 
say that I could not think of someone more suited to the job or passionate about Future Faces. I am 
confident that she, and all of the new committee, will continue to drive Future Faces forward to even 
greater successes.

A word from
the Outgoing President

Adam Maguire, Shoosmiths LLP 
President of Future Faces Chamber of Commerce



Events Round-up

This series delivered inspirational and interactive training events 
aimed at developing essential business skills tailored to all 
sectors. 

Members were joined by Paul Thandi, CEO of NEC Group who 
covered the challenges of running a diverse business with a 
particular focus on launching Resorts World. 

Paul also shared some insights as to how he manages such a 
varied workload whilst providing effective leadership. 

Leadership Development Series: Becoming a Better Leader 

The third event in the series covered techniques in dealing with 
stress with Karen Evans, Director at WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff 
who talked members through a current project with clients 
Jaguar Land Rover. 

Karen highlighted the main elements of a project which can 
cause stress such as managing client expectations, changing 
deadlines and staff turnover and how she approaches these.

The event was also facilitated by Jason Langford-Brown from 
Lucid Group. 

Leadership Development Series: Stress & Time Management 

A networking event providing attendees with a unique 
opportunity to gain an insight into the career paths and 
experiences of eight senior business leaders. The topics of 
debate covered inspiration, motivation, leadership and personal 
development. 

The business leaders involved were; Paul Anderson, Head 
of Deutsche Bank Birmingham, Judith Armstrong, CEO at 
Millennium Point, Steve Allen, Partner at Mills & Reeve, Paul 
Faulkner, CEO of GBCC, David Nuttall, HR Director at BHSF & 
Andy Morris, Partner at Dains LLP.

World Café 



This trip provided members with the opportunity to find out 
about EU institutions hosted by local MEP Daniel Dalton. The 
group consisted of young professionals working in policy, 
community housing, tax and litigation.

Delegates met with Kathryn Owens, European People’s Party, 
and former Birmingham City Council leader Sir Albert Bore, 
Party of European Socialists.

Delegates gained an understanding of how EU institutions and 
bodies provide a platform for regional representation.  

Trip to the European Parliament

This year twenty teams took part in the quiz which was held 
at Suds & Duds Cocktail Bar. The quiz was organised by the 
executive committee to raise funds for the 2016 President’s 
Charity, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Charity 
which aims to make a difference to patients and provide 
research, facilities and equipment that are over and above what 
the NHS can pay for.

All teams helped to raise an impressive £1,415 and this year’s 
winners were Millennium Point.

President’s Quiz 

Future Faces socials are held monthly at a range of exciting and 
stylish new city centre venues. 

Socials help young professionals to develop quality business 
contacts by providing them with an opportunity to meet in a 
relaxed and pleasant environment.

Each social is hosted by a different executive committee 
member. This year’s venue of the year award winners were Be 
At One Birmingham who hosted the President’s Social in June. 

Socials



The Future Faces Executive Committee is derived from membership and is supported by manager Kate 
Evans. It is represented by members across all sectors who have the skills and drive to contribute to the 
Future Faces agenda.

They meet once a month to review the activities of Future Faces as well as plan for upcoming events, 
initiatives and activities. They also select the President’s Charity which is supported from April to March, 
the year’s charity is the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Charity. 

As a legally constituted section of the Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce, the Future Faces 
President represents Future Faces on Chamber Council which comprises of eight section representatives 
and nineteen elected members chaired by Birmingham Chamber President Paul Kehoe, CEO of 
Birmingham Airport. 

Future Faces 

Committee Members
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Adam Maguire
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Honorary Chairman

Kate Evans
GBCC

Executive Officer

Evelyn Hichens
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Vice President
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John Taylor Hospice

Vice President



Alex Hutchinson
Dains LLP

James Taylor
Dains LLP

Jermane Clarke
I.One Photography

Maya Kainth
Deutsche Bank

Myles Jones
Deutsche Bank

Samantha Slingsby
Tinker Taylor TV

Committee Farewells

After two years on the committee Future Faces bid a fond farewell to; 

Alice Price
Alice was presented the Future Face of Greater Birmingham award at the first Future Faces Dinner in 
2015 and has served on the committee for two years  

Chris Pile
Chris has served as Vice President for the past two years and has been instrumental in helping to shape 
the Future Faces awards providing support with his knowledge of all things digital.

Karen Kaur
After a one year term as President followed by a term as Honorary Chair Karen has provided leadership 
and support throughout the past two years, particularly in events and public speaking. Karen also spent a 
year on Chamber Council with all divisional presidents. 



Annual Dinner & Awards
& Award Winners

This year Future Faces held the second Annual Dinner & Awards at Edgbaston Stadium.
Around 350 people attended the awards dinner which was sponsored by HSBC 
Business Banking. 

The awards celebrate the diverse wealth of developing talent we have in the Greater 
Birmingham region and have become one the key events in the Chamber calendar. 

Professional Services category winner 
Beth Farminer (Deutsche Bank) also 
picked up the Future Face of Greater 
Birmingham Award. Beth has been a 
member of Deutsche Bank’s Birmingham 
team for seven years. 

In her business management role, she 
helps to develop, report and communicate 
business objectives and targets, providing 
the leadership team with regular and 
accurate management information and 
governance reporting. Paul Faulkner (GBCC CEO), Beth Farminer (Future Face of 

Greater Birmingham and Host Jack Woodward

The awards were judged independently 
by a panel of five and were chaired by 
the Chamber’s Chief Operating Officer 
Russell Jeans.

Guests were entertained by local talent 
and TV comedian David Morgan. David 
from Solihull is also a regular on ITV2’s 
“Safeword”. With a diamond ring raffle 
and prize draw, delegates raised £4,433 
for the President’s charity, the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Charity.

Other sponsors included Elonex, Mahir’s 
Experience, Edgbaston Stadium and 
Park Regis Birmingham who hosted the 
after party at the Rofuto Sky Bar.

TV Comedian David Morgan, Millennium Point CEO Judith 
Armstrong and Awards judge Justice Williams

Next year’s dinner will be held on Friday 15th September and nominations will open in 
April 2017. For all updates on the Future Faces awards please visit our website 

www.greaterbirminghamchambers.com/futurefaces



Future Face of Communications
Sophie Drake, Story Comms

sponsored by Birmingham Airport

Future Face of Entrepreneurship 
Andrew Ward, Scorchsoft

sponsored by Birmingham City University

Future Face of Industry 
 Vincent Fabre, Hydraforce

sponsored by Bibby Financial Services 

Future Face of Innovation
 Raj Patel, Vanti

sponsored by Millennium Point  

Future Face of Professional Services
 Beth Farminer, Deutsche Bank

sponsored by RSM UK  

Venue of the Year 2016
 Be At One Birmingham  

Future Faces Highly Commended Ambassador
Louise Moody, WSP

Future Faces Ambassador 2016 
Hayley Porter, Deutsche Bank



Incoming President 

Victoria Lineton
I am thrilled and honoured to have been appointed as President 
of Future Faces for the 2016/17 year ahead. 
 
I find myself in a very fortunate position taking the reins from 
the outgoing President, Adam Maguire, who has led the group 
this year with a genuine commitment, passion, and expertise 
that I can only aspire to emulate. I feel confident that with his 
continued support as Honorary Chairman, myself and the wider 
committee will enjoy the support of a much needed critical 
friend, and the Future Faces membership will see a continued 
benefit from his involvement. 
 
This year (2015/16) our offering has become more exciting 
and inspiring than ever before, and as a result, more popular. 
It goes without saying that I am very much looking forward to 
working alongside the incoming committee and have absolute 
confidence that they bring the right mix of enthusiasm, drive 
and skills to take us forward to further success. 
 
Ultimately, Future Faces is nothing without its members, so 
our primary focus will be on the development of another 
stimulating programme of events to inspire and stimulate our 
existing members and hopefully encourage more to join in the 
year ahead. 

I am delighted to announce that we will be running the 
Leadership Series in 2017 due to popular demand. The series will begin with a session on process 
efficiency with the 2016 Future Face of Greater Birmingham Beth Farminer and will take place in 
February. 

I feel strongly that Future Faces has a role in supporting its members to feel confident in developing 
their own careers in the right direction for them, and giving them the opportunity to meet the people 
and develop the skills that can help them do so, and am keen to speak with members around how best 
we can do this. 

Therefore, if you would like to put forward any ideas for the year ahead, or chat about how you can get 
the most out of FF, I would urge you to get in touch with either myself or a member of the FF team – we 
would be delighted to hear from you!

Victoria Lineton, Mills & Reeve 
Vice President of Future Faces Chamber of Commerce



Some key stats
for 2016

Our membership 
increased by:

30%

Our award turnout 
increased by:

40%

How likely are you to 
recommend FF to others?

60% 40%
very likely likely

Main reason for joining Future 
Faces?

Expand my 
network of contacts

Develop business 
skills

Attend the range of 
events on offer

Become part of the 
FF committee

87%
65%

56%
15%

Number of event delegates for 
2016 so far:

900
over

What were the four most useful 
events?

Annual Dinner & 
Awards

Public Speaking 
with Paul Faulkner

Leadership with 
Paul Thandi

The Trading Game

43%
17%
13%

8%



www.db.comwww.dains.com

www.millenniumpoint.org.uk www.mills-reeve.com

A special thanks to our Patrons

www.bhsf.co.uk

ffchambers @ffchamber @ffchamber
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