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What is the Queen’s Speech? 

The Queen’s Speech is a key part of the State Opening of Parliament which marks the start of the 
parliamentary year.  For over 500 years, the State Opening has served as a symbolic reminder of the 
unity of Parliament’s three parts: the Sovereign; the House of Lords; and the House of Commons.
During the ceremony, the Queen reads a speech in the House of Lords Chamber which outlines the 
Government’s intended programme of legislation and policies for the coming year. It is important to note 
that the speech is written by the Government and not by the Queen.  

How will the Queen’s Speech affect my business? 

During her speech, the Queen makes reference to a wide array of Government priorities some of which 
will have direct implications for the business community, and others which are less likely to have tangible 
effects. With that in mind, we will look at the most relevant points in turn:

Measures to tackle corruption, money laundering and tax evasion

The vast majority of businesses already pay their fair share of tax and so a commitment from 
Government to crack down on evasion is to be welcomed. Nevertheless, the UK already has one of the 
most complicated tax systems in the world and it is essential that any new measures added to tackle 
evasion do not increase the administrative burden on businesses and are paired with efforts to simplify 
the system

Measures to ensure that all households have access to high-speed broadband to support the Digital 
Economy

The Digital Economy is vital to British businesses. Companies in all industries and disciplines increasingly 
rely on reliable broadband connections to help them buy and sell goods and services and communicate 
with customers and suppliers across the world. Legislation that supports businesses in this area would be 
welcomed by many.

Measures to increase competition in the University sector

The planned reforms to the Higher Education sector involves measures which are aimed at opening up 
Higher Education to alternative and private institutions with the intention of increasing competition and 
ensuring value-for-money for consumers. Given that Birmingham has 70,500 students and produces 
25,000 graduates each year, we will be keeping a close watch on this Bill to ensure that the changes to 
the sector are not detrimental to such an important local sector.         

Measures to give mayors powers over local bus services and to give Local Authorities the ability to 
retain business rates

A key objective of the Government’s Devolution agenda is giving local authorities and elected mayors 
powers and responsibilities which will give them more control of their locale. Allowing local authorities to 
retain business rates is an important part of this as it will enable more relevant local investment. This has 
the potential to be extremely positive however the Chambers believe that it is vital for businesses to be 
involved in discussions about how best to set business rate levels and where to direct local investment. 
For more information on devolution, please click here.

Measures to improve surveillance powers for the spy agencies and other government bodies

The Investigatory Powers Bill seeks to refine and expand the tools available to police and intelligence 
agencies to fight terrorism and serious crime. The Bill proposes that communications businesses would 
be required to retain Internet Connection Records on all individuals for up to 12 months. This could harm 
consumer trust in UK tech firms and storing the amount of data required would be a direct burden upon 
these businesses. For more information, please click here.



Measures to place the UK at the forefront of technology including new forms of transport and 
autonomous vehicles

The autonomous vehicle sector is at an extremely exciting juncture with technologies becoming ever 
more refined and products moving closer to public markets. This commitment from Government to 
explore to the potential benefits of such technologies for our transport system is to be welcomed as it 
has the potential to be revolutionary. 

What is the GBCC position on the Queen’s Speech? 

Businesses will no doubt welcome the Government’s aim to Government’s aim to strengthen the 
economy and provide the infrastructure businesses need to grow articulated in the Queen’s Speech 2016.
The Chamber recognises that the Queen’s Speech is important in understanding the intentions of the 
Government and is therefore useful in assessing their priorities moving forward. 
The GBCC would have liked to see a commitment to the region and the Midlands Engine in the Queen’s 
Speech alongside emphasis on the Northern Powerhouse, and will continue to actively champion the 
needs of businesses in the area throughout the 2016/17 Parliament.

How can the GBCC help?

The GBCC aims to make sure that its members are kept as informed as possible on events which could 
impact upon their businesses. As the Queen’s Speech provides us with a good idea of the Government’s 
intentions for the coming year, we will communicate the most relevant points to our membership 
network. In cases where we believe announcements will adversely affect the business community, we will 
not hesitate to lobby key stakeholders. 
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